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FEDERATION OF ASIAN CHEMICAL SOCIETIES (FACS)
C/o Institute of Material Research and Engineering (IMRE)
3 Research Link, Singapore 117602
Tel: +65-6874 8111; Fax: +65-6774 2633
E-mail: andyhor@nus.edu.sg, dien@pidilite.com.sg
http://www.facs-as.org

President’s Report
The Federation of Asian Chemical Societies celebrates its 40th anniversary next year,
and the next Asiachem / Asian Chemical Congress will provide a perfect venue to
celebrate the growth and successes of chemical science in the Asia-Pacific region
over the past four decades. In addition, the RACI celebrated its 100th birthday in
2017 and the Nepal Chemical Society and Turkish Chemical Society are also 40
years old this year Chemical science has grown enormously over this time, and the
region has become one of the most important and influential centres of business
and science, eclipsing the traditional strength areas of Europe and the Americas.
Consequently, FACS has an unprecedented opportunity the increase its influence,
and my role has been to foster and grow this change.
The structures and operations of FACS have served us well but there is an urgent
need to update them to embrace the opportunities that the region provides. To
that end, I have involved the FACS Executive Committee (EXCO) in suggesting a
series of structural changes that will equip FACS to thrive in the 21st century. These
involve improved communications within the region and with our international
kindred societies, simplification and clarification of the statutes and procedures
under which we operate, a new financial model, and a more effective chemical
network of projects and meetings in the region. The President has developed a
series of White papers that suggest improved ways of achieving the aims of FACS
and providing better value for members. These will be posted on the FACS web site
for comment and information.

Moving FACS forward
Statutes and Operations
The EXCO has simplified the Statutes by removing a lot of material that was really
operational in nature. They have developed an Operation manual for FACS, and
also an Asiachem/ACC manual for use by prospective bidders for these meetings
and by those hosting the congress. These documents have been circulated for
comment to the General Assembly and we strongly encourage individual FACS
member societies to scrutinize these carefully and provide feedback. These
documents will be voted on at the next General Assembly in Taipei in December so
it is essential that all stakeholders have a chance to amend them if necessary
before final ratification.
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Financial model
FACS has historically been run largely by the fees paid by the member societies. In
the past there has been no objective criteria for deciding how much each society
pays, and the fees have not increased for over a decade. To generate funding for
FACS to provide substantially better value to members societies and individual
chemists in the Asia Pacific region, we need to increase the resources available. The
fees need to increase in line with inflation and, as countries develop, and we need
objective criteria for setting the level of fees paid by members. To this end, we have
worked with the Treasurer to revise the membership fees, respecting the need to
adjust the fees for individual circumstances, and to align them with the World Bank
list of developing countries, as is done by other societies. We also recognize that
membership fees alone may be insufficient to allow us to carry out all the activities
to benefit members so have suggested adding a small amount to each registration
fee for the Asiachem congresses.
Asiachem/Asian Chemical Congress
The Asian Chemical Congress, that is run every two years, has been the flagship
event of the FACS. It attracts between 500-2000 chemists. Given the large number
of world class chemists in the region, it should be the ‗go to‘ meeting for chemists
from the rest of the world wanting to network with Asian chemists. Similar regional
congresses like Pacifichem (Pacific Basin chemical societies) attract up to 18,000
registrants and the new Atlantic Basin Conference on Chemistry (ABC Chem)
attracted ~250 chemists in its very first meeting and will undoubtedly grow much
larger. The EXCO recommends rebranding the Asian Chemical Congress as
Asiachem and to work towards growing the number of registrants towards 5000+, an
achievable target given the population of the region. This should make our
congress more visible and attractive to the rest of the world and provide an even
better scientific experience for participants. If we do not take this opportunity, then
societies other than FACS may do so.
Communications
The EXCO has visited several member societies countries in the last year or so: India;
China; Taiwan; Turkey (who will host the 2021 Asiachem congress in Istanbul); and
Japan in October. I visited the Nepal Chemical Society, met with their President and
Science Minister, and spoke at their National Congress in Chitwan. The EXCO
members and I have been active in creating or strengthening linkages with the
Americas (ACS), UK (RSC, Royal Society, Royal Academy of Engineering)), and
Europe (EuCheMS), and with IUPAC. Britain exiting the EU is creating renewed
interest in links with Commonwealth countries in our region and the RSC has a strong
interest in links with Asia. The ACS is developing Chapters in many countries in our
region and the FACS and individual chemical societies are liaising with them to
ensure that this process is collaborative and provides benefits for all parties. The
EXCO held a meeting in Boston last year, hosted by the ACS. This allowed us to
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continue bilateral discussions with their International Affairs Committee that started
in Washington the previous year. The EXCO also developed links to the ACS Younger
Chemists Group, and they are helping organize a great program for younger
chemists at the next Asiachem meeting in Taipei in December. FACS is a
participant in IUPAC‘s International Year of the Periodic Table.

Projects
Apart from the major congress every two years, FACS runs Projects. These aim to
provide seed funding for networking activities between chemical societies in our
region. While Projects have a long history of generating useful outcomes and
providing help with the scientific programs for Asian Chemical Congresses, their
roles have changed. There is a lack of clarity about their mission, and the level of
seed funding available to each is not adequate. To address this, the EXCO have
discussed a possible new model for Projects where the level of seed funding is
higher, projects compete for better resources, and they are structured to be more
inclusive of all member societies. This model is outlined in a White Paper on the FACS
web site and I am keen to get feedback on this, particularly from existing Project
Directors. If this model is trialed, it will be implemented in a graduated way to
ensure that existing successful Projects are not disrupted.
I‘m keen to move forward with these important reforms that will substantially
improve the efficiency of operation of FACS and make it more sustainable and
financially independent, and also provide better value for the members. It is an
achievable aim to have the new Statues and By Laws, structure, and finances in
operation after the next General Assembly in Taipei. It will then be in the very
capable hands of incoming FACS President, Prof. Hwu, to implement them, with my
help.

Pacifichem
I would like to reiterate the importance of Pacifichem to FACS members societies. It
is currently the world‘s largest international chemistry congress and makes a very
good model for what Asiachem can grow into.
I am a member of the organizing committee for Pacifichem 2020. We will end up
with approximately 350 symposia covering all areas of chemistry in 12 broad themes
(see Pacifichem.org). Expected attendance is 16-18,000 chemists from around the
world and of the highest calibre (many from the Asia-Pacific region). Pacifichem
has two additional important programs that benefit FACS member societies: –



An Early Career Chemists program that pays the costs of travel,
housing, registration and sustenance for 50 early career researchers
from developing counties (defined by the World Bank list). I strongly
encourage FACS members societies who are eligible to promote the
ECC program to their early career chemists.
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the Official Participating Organization status that provides registration
and discounted accommodation at the ACS member rate. Many
FACS member societies have signed up for OPO status is the past.
There is no cost and simply requires registration on line. I encourage all
FACS member societies to become OPOs

Other activities
I am keen to establish a project on instrument exchange for FACS member society
labs in need of equipment based on very useful discussions with Prof. Sir Martin
Poliakoff in Nottingham, Seeding Labs presentation in Boston, and by tapping into
resources of the Office for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons. Seeding Labs is an
organization that repurposes older but functional scientific equipment for use in
developing countries where resources are lacking.
Dave Winkler
FACS President (2017-2019) , Affiliations
24 March 2019

4|Page

FACS EXCO Members 2017-2019
S/N

NAME

POSITION AT EXCO

Email Address

1
2

Prof. Dave Winkler

President
Past President
President-Elect

jrhwu@mx.nthu.edu.tw

4

Prof. Jasim Uddin
Ahmad
Prof. Reuben Jih-Ru
Hwu
Roger Stapleford

drdavewinkler@gmail.com
jasimahmad47@gmail.com

Secretary General

roger.stapleford@raci.org.au

5

Prof. Liu Ling-Kang

Secretary General-Elect

liuu@chem.sinica.edu.tw

6

Datok Dr. Soon Ting
Kueh
Prof. Sourav Pal

Treasurer

soontk@ikm.org.my

Editor of Publications

spal@chem.iitb.ac.in

Project Co-coordinator

Supawan.T@chula.ac.th

9

Prof. Supawan
Tantayanon
Prof. Long Lu

Director of Scientific Affairs

lulong@sioc.ac.cn

10

Prof. Chulbom Lee

Representative from East
Pacific Zone

chulbom@snu.ac.kr

11

Prof. Choon-Hong
Tan

Representative from South
Asia & Papua New Guinea

choonhong@ntu.edu.sg

12

Prof. Md. Wahab
Khan

Representative from
South and West Asia

mwkhan@chem.buet.ac.bd

3

7
8
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FACS Member Societies
Directories (Contact)
The Royal Australian Chemical Institute, Inc.
President
Prof. James Cook
1/21 Vale St., North Melbourne
VIC 3051, Australia
Phone: +61-3-9328-2033
Fax: +61-3-9328-2670
E-mail: member@raci.org.au
URL: www.raci.org.au

Chemical Society of the South Pacific (Fiji)
President
Dr. Francis Mani
Department of Chemistry, USP
Suva, Fiji
E-mail: prasad_su@usp.ac.fj
URL: www.usp.ac.fj/index.php?id=cssp

Bangladesh Chemical Society
President
Mr. Md. Abdul Karim
10/11, Eastern Plaza, Sonargaon Road,
Hatirpool
Dhaka 1205, Bangladesh
Phone: +880-2-8614683
E-mail: bchemsoc@bangla.net
URL: www.chemhome-bcs.org

The Chinese Chemical Society
President
Prof. Jiannian Yao
No. 2, 1st North Street, Zhongguancun,
Haidian
Beijing 100190, China
Phone: +86-10-82449177
Fax: +86-10-62568157
E-mail: jnyao@iccas.ac.cn
E-mail: hanlidong@iccas.ac.cn (contact)
URL: www.ccs.ac.cn

Chemical Society of Thailand
President
Prof. Dr. SupaHannongbua
Department of Chemistry
Faculty of Science,
50 Paholyothinrd,Bangkok 10900, Thailand
Tel: +66-2-562-5555 ext 1111
Fax: +66-2-562-5555 ext 1001
Mobile: +66-81-488-1507
E-mail:

The Chemical Society of Pakistan,.
President
Prof. Dr. Din Mohammad
Coordination Centre in Chemical Sciences
(C4S), Department of Chemistry, Quaid-iAzam University, Islamabad.
Telephone: +92-51-2601055, +92-051-90642007, +92-051-9064-2117.
Email: ccccsqau@gmail.com ,
c4scsp@gmail.com

Brunei Darussalam Institute of Chemistry
President
Dr. Hj Ibrahim Hj Abd. Rahman
c/o Department of Chemistry
Faculty of Science
Universiti Brunei Darussalam
Jalan Tungku Link, Gadong
Brunei Darussalam, BE1410
Phone: +673 2463001 ext 1344
E-mail: ibrahim.rahman@ubd.edu.bn
ibrahimabdrahman@gmail.com
URL: www.bruneichemistry.net

Hong Kong Chemical Society.
President
Prof. Raymond W. Y. Wong
Department of Chemistoy
The Hong Kong Baptist University
Waterloo Road, Kowloon Ting.
Hong Kong SAR, China
Phone: +852-3411-7074
Fax: +852-3411-7348
E-mail: rwywong@hkbu.edu.hk
URL: www.hkchemsoc.org

Cambodian Chemical Society (CCS)
Executive Director

Indian Chemical Society
President

fscisph@ku.ac.th,center.chemsocthai@gmail.co
m
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Mr. Mey Sovuthy
No.72, Street 598, Boeung kak II,
Toul Kork, Phnom Penh,
Kingdom of Cambodia
Tel: (855) 16 839 279
Email: meysovuthy@gmail.com

Professor Dulal Chandra Mukherjee
92, Acharya Prafulla Chandra Road,
Kolkata - 700 009,West Bengal, India
Phone : 91-033-2360 9497
Fax & Phone : 91-033-2350 3478
E-mail: indi3478@dataone.in
URL: www.indianchemsoc.org

Chemical Research Society of India (CRSI)
President
Prof. N. Sathyamurthy Director, Indian
Institute of Science Education and
Research, Mohali,
India
E-mail: nsath@iisermohali.ac.in

The Chemical Society of Japan
President
Prof. Yamamoto Hisashi
1-5 Kanda Surugadai Chiyoda-ku,
Tokyo 101-8307, Japan
Phone: +81-3-3292-6161; Fax: +81-3-3292-6318
E-mail: facs@chemistry.or.jp
URL: www.csj.jp/index-e.html

Dr. Drs. Mirzan Razzak
President
Himpunan Kimia Indonesia
c/o Indonesian Institute of Sciences
Kawasan Puspiptek; Serpong 15310,
Indonesia
Phone: +62-21-7560929, +62-812-2122-2424
Fax: +62-21-7560549
E-mail: hki@kimiawan.org; URL:
www.kimiawan.org

Jordanian Chemical Society
President

Iraqi Chemists Union
President
Prof. Yousif Ali Al-Fatahi
P. O. Box 8011, Salihiyah Banghdad, Iraq
Fax: +62-21-5379327
E-mail: Union1@Uruklink.net
yalialfatahi2003@yahoo.co.uk

The Korean Chemical Society
President (2016, 2017)
Professor Chang-Hee Lee, Ph.D.
Dept. of Chemistry, Kangwon National
University
Chuncheon, 24341, Korea
Tel.: +82-33-250-8490
E-mail: chhlee@kangwon.ac.kr
Contact Person: Myeong-Sook Kim
119,Anam-ro, Seongbuk-gu; Seoul 02856,
Korea
Phone: +82-2-953-2095; Fax: +82-2-953-2093
E-mail: mskim@kcsnet.or.kr

The Israel Chemical Society
President
Prof. Ehud Keinan
keinan@technion.ac.il, keinan@scripps.edu
Ms. Hanna Attali, CEO
Schulich Faculty of Chemistry
Technion-Israel Institute of Technology
Technion City, Haifa 32000, Israel.
Phone: +972 4 8293766; Fax: +972 4 8293913
Email: ics.sec@gmail.com (contact)

Kuwait Chemical Society
President
Dr. Abdulaziz Alnajjar
College of Technological Studies
Public Authority for Applied Education &
Training
P O Box: 34484, Adeilia, 73255 Kuwait
Tel: +965 24810877; Cell: +965 99721827
E-mail: anajjar55@hotmail.com;

Institut Kimia Malaysia

Philippines Federation of Chemistry Societies

Prof Abeer F. Al Bawab
P. O. Box 13070 Amman – 11942, Jordan
Phone: +962-3-2250521
Fax: +962-3-2250431
E-mail: drabeer@ju.edu.jo
URL: www.jorchem.org

aa.alnajjar@paaet.edu.kw

E-mail: kw_chemical@hotmail.com
URL: www.kcskw.org
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President
Dato‘ Dr. Ong Eng Long
127B Jalan Aminuddin Baki,
Taman Tun Dr. Ismail
60000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Phone: +603-7728-3272
Fax: +603-7728-9909
E-mail: ikmhq@ikm.org.my
URL: www.ikm.org.my

President
Armando M. Guidote Jr., PhD
Associate Dean for Research and Creative
Work
Loyola Schools
Department of Chemistry
Ateneo de Manila University
Katipunan Ave., Loyola Heights
Quezon City, Philippines 1108
Tel:(632)-4266001 x5046 or x5620
Fax:(632)-4265663 or (632)-4261323
E-mail: aguidote@ateneo.edu
URL: www.philippinechem.org

Nepal Chemical Society
President

The Institute of Chemists PNG
President
Dr. Basil Shelton Marasinghe
School of Science & Technology
University of Goroka
Goroka, PNG
Director & International Representative
Prof. Basil Shelton Marasinghe
E-mail:
basilmar8@gmail.com;Wasa.sibiya@gmail.co
m
Phone: +677-749-6882

Prof. Dr. Amar Prasad Yadav
Post Box No. 6145,
Kathmandu, Nepal
Phone: +977- 9841454013/ 9841390927
Fax: +977-1-4336151
E-mail: amar2y@yahoo.com
Ncc.2008@yahoo.com,
Program@ncs.org.np
URL: www.ncs.org.np

New Zealand Institute of Chemistry
President
Professor Penny Brothers
School of Chemical Sciences,
The University of Auckland
Private Bag 92019, Auckland, New Zealand
Phone 64 9 923 8281; Mobile 021 713 402

p.brothers@auckland.ac.nz
Associate Editor, ChemComm

The Mendeleev Russian Chemical Society
President
Prof. P. D. Sarkissov
Mendeleev University of Chemical Technology
of Russia,
Miusskaya pl. 9, 125190 Moscow, Russia
Phone: +007-095-925-7285Fax: +007-095-9281315
E-mail: an.pokrovsky@wanadoo.fr

Turkish Chemical Society
President
Prof. Dr. Bahattin Yalcin
byalcin@marmara.edu.tr

Singapore National Institute of Chemistry
President
Prof. Tan Choon Hong
The Secretariat to the Singapore National
E-mail: choonhong@ntu.edu.sg

Chemical Society Located in Taipei (CSLT)
President
Prof. Chain-Shu Hsu
Department of Applied Chemistry, National
Chiao Tung University
E-mail: cshsu@mail.nctu.edu.tw
Mail address: P.O.BOX 18 Academia Sinica,
Taipei City, 11599, Taiwan
Tel.: +886-2-2789-8573; Fax: +886-2-26530440
E-mail: ccswww@gate.sinica.edu.tw
Official
website: http://www.chemistry.org.tw/

Institute of Chemistry, Ceylon
President
Mr. M. R. M. Haniffa
41/22, Kotte Road, Welikada,
Rajagiriya, Sri Lanka
Phone : +94-11-2863154, 4615230
Fax: +94-11-2861653, 2861231
E-mail: ichemc@sltnet.lk
URL: www.ichemc.com
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Chemical Society of Vietnam
President
Prof Nguyen Viet Bac
2 Pham Ngu Lao-Hanoi, Vietnam
Email- Official : csvhoihoa@fpt.vn
Personal: nvietbac1948@gmail.com, or

nvbac_chem03@yahoo.com
Hoi Hoa hoc Vietnam (CSV)So 2 , Pham
Ngu Lao, Hoan Kiem, Hanoi, Vietnam

The Saudi Chemical Society
President
Dr. Ahmed Al-Gamdy
Department of Chemistry
King Saud University
P. O. Box 2455, Riyadh 11451, Saudi Arabia
Phone: +966-1-4676028
Fax: +966-1-4675888
E-mail: secretary@schems.org.sa
URL: www.schems.org.sa

Contact Details of FACS Member Societies 2015
N
o

Title

Name of
Representative
Attending GA

Society

Email address

Notes

1

Prof.

Ahmad Jasim Uddin

Banglad
esh
Chemica
l Society

jahmad1947@yahoo.co President
m

2

Dr.

Hj. Ibrahim Hj. Abd.
Rahman

Brunei
Darussal
am
Institute
of
Chemistr
y

ibrahim.rahman@ubd.e
du.bn

3

Prof.

Yu-Tai Tao

Chemica
l Society
Located
in Taipei

ytt@chem.sinica.edu.tw President

4

Dr.

Nobuyuki Kawashima

Chemica
l Society
of Japan

kawashima@chemistry.
or.jp

Executive
Director

5.

Dr.

Din Mohammad

Chemica
l Society
of

drdeenm@gmail.com

President

President
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Pakistan
6

Prof.

SurinLaosooksathit

Chemica
l Society
of
Thailand

slssurin@gmail.com

President

7

Prof.

SubramaniamSothee
swaran

Chemica
l Society
of the
South
Pacific

sotheeswaran@hotmail.
com

Life
Member

8

Prof.

Huynh Van Trung

Chemica
l Society
of
Vietnam

hoangvan034@gmail.c
om

Representat
ive

9

Dr.

Suping Zheng

Chinese
Chemica
l Society

spzheng@iccas.ac.cn

Director of
Admin
Office

10 Dr.

Muhamad A.
Martoprawiro

Himpuna
n Kimia
Indonesi
a

muhamad@kimiawan.o President
rg

11 Prof.

Raymond Wong Wai
Yeung

Hong
Kong
Chemica
l Society

rwywong@hkbu.edu.hk

President

12 Prof.

Dulai Chandra
Murkherjee

Indian
Chemica
l Society

indi3478@dataone.in

Honorary
Secretary

13 Dr.

Soon Ting Kueh

Institute
Kimia
Malaysia

soontk@ikm.org.my

President

14

Institute
of
Chemistr
y, Ceylon

15

Iraqi
Chemists
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Union
16 Prof.

Armando M. Guidote
Jr.

Philippine aguidote@ateneo.edu
Federatio
n of
Chemistr
y
Societies

President

17 Prof.

Ehud Keinan

lsrael
Chemica
l Society

keinan@technion.ac.il

President

18 Prof.

Abeer Fayez M. AlBawab

Jordania
n
Chemica
l Society

abeerbawab@hotmail.
com

President

19 Prof.

Hong-Seok Kim

Korean
Chemica
l Society

kimhs@knu.ac.kr

President

20 Dr.

HaiderBehbehani

Kuwait
Chemica
l Society

hidar@bahbahani.com

President

21 Prof.

Alexandre Pokrovsky

Mendele
ev
Russian
Chemica
l Society

an.pokrovsky@wanado
o.fr

Representat
ive

22

Mongolia
n
Chemica
l Society

23 Dr.

Deba Bahadur
Khadka

Nepal
Chemica
l Society

khadkadeba@yahoo.c
om

President

24 Dr.

Michele Prinsep

New
Zealand
Institute
of
Chemistr
y

NZIC.Office@nzic.org.nz

President
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25 Dr.

Basil Shelton
Marasinghe

Institute
of
Chemists,
Papua
New
Guinea

basilmar8@gmail.com

President

26 Prof.

Paul V. Bernhardt

Royal
Australia
n
Chemica
l Institute

p.bernhardt@uq.edu.a
u

President

27 Prof.

Andy Hor

Singapor
e
National
Institute
of
Chemistr
y

andyhor@nus.edu.sg

President

28 Prof.

Abdullah Al-majid

Saudi
Chemica
l Society

amajid@ksu.edu.sa

Chairman

29 Dr.

SiengHuy

Cambodi huy_sieng@yahoo.com
a
Chemica
l Society

Vice
President

30 Prof.

Sourav Pal

Chemica
l
Research
Society
of India

s.pal@ncl.res.in

President

31 Prof.

Mehmet
Mahramanlioglu

Turkish
Chemica
l Society

mehmah@istanbul.edu.
tr

President

Updated February 2015
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FACS Activities
19th General Assembly of the Federation of Asian
Chemical Societies
23 rd July 2017, Melbourne Convention Centre, Melbourne, Australia

Minutes
FACS Executive Committee members
SL.
Name
of1.Society
Prof. Dr. Jasim Uddin Ahmad
Bangladesh
2.
Prof. Dr. Andy Hor Tzi Sum
Singapore
3.
Prof Dave Winkler
Australia
4.
Prof. Dr. Md. Wahab Khan
Bangladesh
5.
Prof. Datuk Dr. Ting-Kueh Soon
Malaysia
6.
Mr Roger Stapleford
Australia
7.
Prof. Dr. Supawan Tantayanon
Thailand
8.
Prof. Dr. Long Lu
9.
Prof. Ling-Kang Liu
10.
Prof. Sourav Pal

Position
President,
Past President
President elect
Secretary General
Treasurer
Secretary General elect
Project Coordinator
Director of Scientific Affairs
Editor of Publications
Representative from South Asia

Name

China
Taiwan
India
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FACS Member Representative (Voting Members):
SL.
Name
1.
Prof. Md. Wahab Khan
Society
2.
Prof. Chain-Shu Hsu
in
Taipei,
China
3.
Prof. Subramaniam Sotheeswaran
Ceylon
4.
Mr. Mey Sovuthy
Society
5.
Prof. Raymond W.Y. Wong
Society
6.
Prof. Dr. Mustafa Culha
7.
Prof. Basil Shelton Marasinghe
Papua NewProf.
Guinea
8.
Mitsuo Sawamoto
9.
Prof. Fabian Millar Dayrit
Philippines
10.
Qinghua Fan
11.
Chang Hee Lee
12.
Prof. Choon-Hong Tan
of
Chemistry
13.
Prof Nguyen Viet Bac,
Vietnam
14.
Prof. N. Sathyamurty
of India
15.
Prof Penny Brothers
Chemistry
16.
Dato' Dr Ong Eng Long
17.
Prof Supa Hannongbua
18.
Roger Stapleford
Institute

Position
Representative
President
Representative
President
President
Representative
President
Representative
Representative
Representative
Representative
President
President
President
President
President
President
CEO

Name of Society
Bangladesh Chemical
Chemical Society Located
Institute of Chemistry,
Cambodian Chemical
Hong Kong Chemical
Turkish Chemical Society
The Institute of Chemistry
Chemical Society of Japan
Integrated Chemists of the
Chinese Chemical Society
Korean Chemical Society
Singapore National Institute
Chemical Society of
Chemical Research Society
New Zealand Institute of
Intitut Kimia Malaysia
Chem Soc Thail and
Royal Australian Chemical

Observers

Ito Chao
Reuben Jih-Ru Hwu
Tom Spurlng
Badley Miller
Yuhlong Oliver Su
Suping Zheng
Supakorn Boonyuen
Joon Won Park

Taiwan
Taiwan
Australia
A.C.S.
Taiwan
China
CST
Korea

Tamotsu Takahashi
Barry Noller
Alexandre P Sarmento
Ellene Tratras Conti
Xun Wang
Nazma Ahmed
Ming- Hua Hsu

Japan
Australia
East Timor
A.C.S.
China
Bangladesh
Taiwan

Mr: Haef Hajraf Haef
Prof Abeer F. Al Bawab

Kuwait
Jordan

Apologies
Dr. Hilni bin Harun Sani
Prof Md.Abdul Karim

EXCO Area Rep
Bangladesh

Absent
Prof. Jongseok Park
Rep

EXCO Area

Prof. Amar Prasad Yadav

Nepal

No contact
Israel Chemical Society
Chemical Society of the South Pacific

Mongolian Chemical Society
Saudi Chemical Society

Mendeleev Russian Chemical Society
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Points Discussed
1.) The Agenda
Was acceptable to the representatives
2.) Opening address by the President. Prof. Dr. Jasim Uddin Ahmad
Thanks were given to the RACI for hosting the 17th ACC/ 19th GA and the
preparation put in to the events.
The goals of the president over the last 2 years were to:Expand the number of member societies of FACS
Increase the number of Memorandum of understanding with like
organisations
Extend the MOU with the ACS for a further 3 years
Ensure the organization was run according to the 2015 statues
3.) Confirmation of the minutes of the 18th General Assembly held in Dhaka,
Bangladesh March 16th 2016
It was noted that the EXCO had reviewed the minutes at the 69th EXCO meeting
held in Xi‘an, China 24th September 2016 and with a few minor changes found
them to be accurate.
Prof. Subramaniam Sotheeswaran proposed the minutes be accepted,
seconded by Prof. Basil Shelton
Marasinghe
4.) Biannual report from Secretary General Prof. Dr. Md. Wahab Khan
- Membership review. Contact has been lost with the Mongolian
Chemical society and the Iraq Chemists Union. I was noted that it was
vitally important to keep contact details up-to-date.
Actions :o Reuben Jih-Ru Hwu has contacts in Mongolia and will try and reinvigorate the
relationship
o The ACS have a chapter in Iraq and may be able to re-establish contact Brad Millar
Three EXCO meetings have been held since the 18th GA.
o 68th – Dhaka, Bangladesh March
17th 2016 o 69th – Xi‘an, China –
September 24th 2016 o 70th – Mohali,
India – March 29th 2017
5 EXCO members attended all 3 meetings, 5 attended 2 meetings, 1 attended 1
meeting and 1 EXCO member attended no meetings at all.
26 nominations from 11 countries were received for the FACS awards and
citations
o 8 nominations for the FACS Foundation Lectureship Award 2017 in Analytical
Chemistry
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o 6 nominations for the FACS Distinguished Young Chemist Award 2017 in
Organic Chemistry
o 3 nominations for the FACS Distinguished Contribution to Economic
Advancement Award
o 5 nominations for the FACS Distinguished Contribution to Chemical Education
Award
o 4 nominations were received for FACS citations
No new international collaborations have occurred since 2015
3 societies have applied to join FACS
4 Societies have placed bids for 19ACC/21GA

5.) Report on 17ACC preparations President elect Prof Dave Winkler
The President Elect welcomed all the GA delegates and observers to
Melbourne and hoped everyone would enjoy their stay in the city and find lots
to interest them in the upcoming congress.
Preparations for the RACI Centenary congress have gone well with over 3300
delegates to the congress with almost 1500 registering for the 17ACC/RACI
program. A total of 1480 oral abstracts will be given and almost 1500 posters on
display. The Conference centre has 30 rooms and 2 plenary halls available and
all will be used on each of the 5 days of the congress.
6.) Financial report Prof. Datuk Dr. Ting-Kueh Soon – Treasurer
Current Financial Position [end June]
C/O Ins Kimia Malaysia Current Account
Ringgit 34,924.55
US$ 8,131.00
Fixed Deposit
Ringgit 356,274.36
- US$ 82,947.75
C/O RACI
Fixed Deposit
AUD$
54,885.88
- US$ 42,207.24
TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDS
US$ 133,285.99
Interest received
Malaysian Interest
US$ 11,237.70
Australian Interest
US$
897.30
Total
- US$ 12,135.00
Membership payments
Fees not paid in 2016
Hong Kong [$300),
Indian Chemical Society [$120],
Indonesia [not paid since 2013 - $120 p.a.],

-

-

Ringgit 48,263.35

-

AUD$

-

1,165.53
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Israel [$300],
Jordan [not paid since 2013
- $120 p.a.], Pakistan [not
paid since 2014 - $120 p.a.],
Russia [$120],
Saudi [not paid since 2013
- $600 p.a.], Sri Lanka
[$120],
Thailan
d
[$200],
Turkey
[$600]
Vietnam [not paid since 2013 - $120 p.a.]
Future payments
It was noted that US$3,000 would have to be paid out for travel support of the
FACS award winners.
7.) Projects report - Prof. Dr. Supawan
Tantayanon
An overview of the statues related to the projects was given. All of the project
directors have exceeded their allotted statute time and need to be replaced.
Of the 11 listed projects only 4 have responded to queries and can be
considered active and 3 of these have nominated replacement project
leaders.
ACEN – Asian Chemical Education Network . Prof. Mei Hung Chiu(Taipei)
nominates
Prof. Masahiro Kamata (Japan)
ANRAP – Asian Network of research on Antidiabetic Plants. No nomination
ANMSC – Asian Network of Microscale Chemistry. Dr. Abdulaziz Anajjar
nominates Dr. Alex Pokrovsky
AMNC – Asian Network of Metallic Chemistry ( a sub-project). Prof. Yasushi
Nishihara (Japan)
nominates Assistant Prof. Warinthorn
Chavasiri (Thailand)

It was noted that AMNC was a subproject and should be made into a full
project.
Two projects have been inactive but each has had a project leader nominated
to regenerate them
GC – Asian Network of Green Chemistry. Propose Associate Prof. JC Juan
ChIN – Asian Chemical Information Network. Propose Prof. Supa Hannongbua
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Of the balance we know the history and archive project is alive however a
new proposal and project leader is required to officially keep it going.
If there is no interest in the other projects then they should be scrapped.
The president elect said that one of the goals of his presidency was to review
the project system and modernize it and align it to the current needs of the
organization.
The project coordinator said she believed, to be effective, the projects needed
more structure.
8.) Editor of publications Report - Prof. Ling-Kang Liu
Thanks was given to all the contributors to the FACS newsletter and to the
chemical Society Located in Taipei for the financial support to produce the
magazine.
It was noted that the EXCO had decided to encourage more use of electronic
media distribution in the future by making the magazine available for down load
from the website and sending it in electronic format to the various recipients.
9.) Director of Scientific affairs - Prof. Dr. Long Lu
Assistance was offered to the RACI in the area of the 17ACC scientific program
but due to the late move of the event to Melbourne Australia the program set
out for the RACI national congress was used as the basis for 17ACC and help
was not required.
The directorate had organized the 69th EXCO meeting in Xi‘an China and the
technical program around this.
While in charge of the FACS website the directorate had modernized and
upgraded the site and made it far more user friendly with better content.
10.) Confirm and endorse recipients of the 2017 FACS awards and citations
The EXCO sub-committee of the President, Past President and President elect
had reviewed the various nominations and selected candidates for each
award. This had been ratified by EXCO at the 70th EXCO meeting in Mohali,
India in March.
FACS Awards & Citations
Foundation lectureship
Award 2017 in Analytical
Chemistry
Distinguished Young
Chemist Award 2017 in
Organic Chemistry
Distinguished Contribution
to Economic
Advancement Award
Distinguished Contribution

Awardees
Prof. Philip John Marriott

Member Society
RACI, Australia

Dr. Junichiro Yamaguchi

Chemical Society of
Japan

Prof. Dr. Mubarak Ahmad
Khan

Bangladesh Chemical
Society

Prof. Dr. Supawan

Chemical Society of
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to Chemical Education
Award
Citations for contributions
to Chemistry in the AsiaPacific Region

Tantayanon

Thailand

Prof. Dr. Chunli Bai

Chienese Chemical
Society, China

R Stapleford from Australia proposed the awards be accepted, S Pal from India
seconded the motion
11.)Confirmation of voting national representatives
18 national representatives were present, as per attendance table, however the
delegates from Cambodia and New Zealand arrived midway through the
meeting.
12.) Admission of new member societies
Three applications had been received for admission to the FACS family. Two,
Timor Liste and Myanmar, had put their applications in after the cut off date,
the former had a delegate present but the latter were unrepresented.
Timor Liste were a very new society only being formed within the last 6 months
and were happy to be present to learn how to organize a society. They
withdrew their application and would resubmit in Taiwan in 2019.
With no representative from Myanmar no action could be taken and it was
recommended that they resubmit in 2019.
The third application was from the Society of Pure and Applied Coordination
Chemistry from Japan. This was a difficult decision as there was already a large
national representative from Japan [CSJ] and the statutes were silent on the
number of national societies from one nation. [There are currently 2 from India].
The statutes were also silent on what constitutes a national society however one
would assume it would have representatives in all areas of the country, be open
to all varieties of chemical scientists and have a reasonable % of professional
chemists as members.
The issue was raised from the floor that no documentation had been received
by the assembly prior to the meeting on which to base a decision and it was
unfair to ask a vote be taken on insufficient information.
The resolution made was that the Secretary General would circulate the
appropriate documents electronically and then call for an electronic vote
by the representatives on whether to admit SPACC.
Action Sec General
Addendum 1 :- The vote for the admission of SPACC has taken place 23
representaives were asked for their vote [all representatives with an active email] 5 did not respond. 12 voted no, 6 voted yes.
The No.s carry the vote. SPACC will not become a member of FACS as yet.
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13.) Hosting of
19ACC/GA21
Three bids had been received for hosting the 2021 event,
problems surrounded all three. SAPCC in Sapporo, Japan
Not a member
CCS in Xi‘an, China
Bid arrived late
TCS in Istanbul, Turkey
Bid arrived late
The President suggested the issue be put off until Taiwan in 2019 so that the
statues could be complied with in relation to timeous receipt of documents
and membership of SAPCC. This would leave very little time for the hosts to
organize a major event. It was noted from the floor that statute 4.4 states the
hosts must be chosen 4 years prior to the event and so a decision must be
made shortly.
The resolution was to hear all 3 proposals. After the vote on whether to admit
SAPCC was complete then, if yes, the Assembly representatives to vote on one
of the three and if no then between China and Turkey only. This to be complete
within one month. Summary of bids Japan – Little other than a tourist view of
Sapporo. The venue would be the Royton Sapporo capacity 2000 China –
Venue Quijiang International Conference Centre capacity up to 4500. Early bird
cost US$360.
Theme:- Chemistry, Responsibility and Mission to the future. Will cover all
areas of chemistry.
Turkey - Istanbul University Culture and Convention Center capacity up to
1000. Early bird cost US$350.
Detailed budget prepared. Chemical program will focus on the ―hot
topics of chemistry‖. No theme.
Action:-Sec general
Addendum 2 :- The vote for the hosting of ACC19 has taken place 23
representaives were asked for their vote [all representatives with an active email] X did not respond. Y voted for Xi’an, China, z voted for Istanbul, Turkey.
The Hosts for 19ACC/21GA in 2021 will be the VVVVVV Chemical Society
14.)Changes to Statues – President elect Prof. Dave Winkler
The current FACS statues have been in operation, with a few minor changes,
for the past 10 years and, the President Elect believes, are in need of change.
There are a number of issues with the statues one being that there are lots of
grey areas and examples have appeared at the meeting where a national
society is not defined, the number of member societies allowed from one
country is not stated and contradictions where the document states bids for
hosting an ACC must be received before a set time and a decision has to be
made 4 years prior to the event. There are many others.
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One of the biggest problems is that the document is a mixture of constitutional
issues and operational issues. The former should be dealt with by the Assembly
the latter by EXCO. The end result is stagnation with nothing happening
between General Assemblies.
The president went through the minor changes proposed however the final
decision was to vote on one modification only.
Resolution: - ―To allow voting and communication by electronic means to
enable action to occur between physical meetings‖. Proposed Dave Winkler
President elect [Australia].
Vte 17 for, zero against
A team will be put together including Prof Tom Spurling, New President, New
Sec General, Treasurer to review the statutes and make proposals to be
circulated to the Assembly for input and agreement prior to 2019 General
Assembly
15.) To elect new EXCO team to run until 18ACC in 2019
According to current statutes the new President will be the current President
Elect, The new Past President will be the current president. The new Secretary
General will be the current Secretary General Elect. The new President Elect will
be the Chair of 18ACC and he/she will nominate the new Secretary General
Elect. The current EXCO recommends the following:Name
1. Prof. Dave Winkler (DW)
2. Prof. Jasim Uddin Ahmad
3. Prof.
(JUA)Reuben Jih-Ru Hwu
4. Roger Stapleford (RS)
5. Prof. Liu Ling-Kang (LLK)
6. Datok Dr. Soon Ting Kueh
(STK) Sourav Pal (SP)
7. Prof.
8. Prof. Supawan Tantayanon
9. Prof.
(ST) Long Lu (LL)
10. To be Selected
11. To be Selected
12. To be Selected

Position at EXCO

Email Address

President
Past President
President-Elect
Secretary General
Secretary General-Elect
Treasurer
Editor of Publications
Project Co-coordinator
Director of Scientific Affairs
Rep. from East & Pacific Asia
Rep. from SouthEast Asia &
Papua
Rep. from South and West
New
Asia Guinea

drdavewinkler@gmail.co
m
jasimahmad47@gmail.co
jrhwu@mx.nthu.edu.tw
m
roger.stapleford@raci.org
liuu@chem.sinica.edu.tw
.au
soontk@ikm.org.my
spal@chem.iitb.ac.in
Supawan.T@chula.ac.th
lulong@sioc.ac.cn

Due to time constraints the President decided to have the various regions elect
their representatives off site and report back.
The president proposed the EXCO team be accepted with the representatives
to be included later. Seconded the Treasurer
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Action General Secretary
Addendum 3 :- The vote for the area representatives
East and Pacific Asia. 8 societies were asked 7 responded after several
reminders. Prof. Chulbom Lee, Korea, 4 Votes. Prof Penny Brothers, NZ, 3 votes.
Prof. Chulbom Lee will be the area representative.
South East Asia and PNG. There was only one nomination so no
voting was required. Prof. Choon-Hong Tan from Singapore will
be the area representative
South and West Asia. 8 societies were asked 6 responded after several
reminders. Prof. Dr. Md. Wahab Khan, Bangladesh, 4 Votes. Prof Mustafa
Culha, Turkey, 2 votes. Prof. Dr. Md. Wahab Khan will be the area
representative.
16.) The financial system
EXCO had discussed the finances of the organization over the past two years
and had come to the conclusion there was too little flowing into the Federation
to make a meaningful impact on Chemistry in the lesser developed areas of
Asia. $500 per project is basically nothing and this is why little is happening.
The biggest potential revenue source is the Asian Chemical Congress and both
proposals centre on this.
Prof Takahashi believes the ACC series should be run by FACS not member
societies. He proposes a professional conference organizing company be
created and this would organize all ACC‘s with all the funds flowing into the
company who could then distribute them where the FACS EXCO believes they
could make the most impact.
Prof Winkler believes the current method is better as you get buy in from the host
country and willing organisers to create great programs besides which As FACS
is not a legal entity it would be very difficult for us to control an outside
company.
He believes that a portion of the revenue or surplus should be diverted to FACS
to be used where needed but still leaving the hosts with a reasonable surplus.
Prof Winkler also believes the current levels of subscriptions from member
countries also needs to be reviewed both on base amounts [that haven‘t
changed for years] and how base accounts are allocated to countries as some
countries are paying the minimum amount when the world bank review on
world economies indicates they are on a higher level.
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Prof. Datuk Dr. Ting-Kueh Soon believes a careful study needs to be made
before any changes are made to the subscriptions. Losing members due to
perceived high fees is not an option.
EXCO was tasked with reviewing the situation and to make recommendations to
the Assembly on how to increase Federation funds flow.
17.) ACS Presentation
The memorandum of understanding between the ACS and FACS ends at the
close of 2017 and we
believe it‘s important to continue the relationship.
The ACS gave a short presentation starting off with an excerpt from their
constitution Article II Section 3 “The SOCIETY shall cooperate with scientists
internationally and shall be concerned with the worldwide application of
chemistry to the needs of humanity”
Following on from this the ACS were entering into agreements with overseas
organisations.
They state that the characteristics of sustainable agreements,
collaboration and exchange in global context are: Advance knowledge, awareness and public appreciation of
chemistry, chemical engineering, chemistry education and allied
sciences.
 Coordination of efforts to support chemistry‘s contribution to the
fulfilment of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.

Promotion and provision of technical programming via placebased and virtual means.

Involvement and provision of leadership skills training for students and
early career researchers.
The ACS are willing to renew the MOU and are open for suggestions on the
format.

18.) Endorsement of new FACS Fellow
As is traditional at the end of the 6 years on the FACS EXCO the outgoing Past
President is awarded a FACS Fellowship.
Prof. Dr. Jasim Uddin Ahmad took great pleasure in awarding Prof. Dr. Andy Hor
Tzi Sum a FACS Fellowship in recognition of his services to the organization
19.) Meeting closed at 17:10
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Minutes of the 73rd EXCO MeetingThe 73rd
FACS EXCO Meeting
Sunday, 19th August 2018
Aloft Hotel, Boston MA, USA
Hosted by
The American Chemical Society

AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.

Welcome by FACS President (DW)
Apologies
Approval of the Minutes of the 72nd EXCO Meeting
Matters arising after the 72nd EXCO Meeting
a. Statutes up date
b. Incorporation of FACS
c. Asiachem Conference manual
d. Membership fees
e. Projects restructure (refer President‘s white paper on Projects)
f. Interactions with other organizations
g. West Asian Regional Representative elections
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h. Communications upgrade
5. Reports from office bearers
6. Progress report ACC19 (RH)
7. International Younger Chemists Network
8. Other business
9. Location / dates of next EXCO meetings (DW)
10. Location / dates of next EXCO meetings

Confirmed Participants for the 73rd FACS EXCO Meeting
S/N Name

Position at EXCO Email Address

1

Prof. Dave Winkler

President

drdavewinkler@gmail.com

2.

Prof. Reuben Jih-Ru
Hwu

President-Elect

jrhwu@mx.nthu.edu.tw

3.

Roger Stapleford

Secretary General

roger.stapleford@raci.org.au

4.

Prof. Liu Link-Kang

Secretary GeneralElect

liuu@chem.sinica.edu.tw

5.

Datok Dr. Soon Ting
Kueh

Treasurer

soontk@ikm.org.my

6.

Prof. Supawan
Tantayanon

Project Cocoordinator

Supawan.T@chula.ac.th

7.

Prof. Chulbom Lee

Representative
from East Pacific
Zone

chulbom@snu.ac.kr

The 73rd FACS EXCO Meeting was commenced at 09:00 Hours (Local
Time)
1.

Welcome by FACS President (DW)

The President welcomed all present and thanked them for attending the meeting.
He thanked the ACS and Bradley Miller, in absentia, for hosting and organising the
meeting and attendant program.
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It was noted that 2 presentations by external organisations would occur during the
meeting one from the International Young Chemists Network and the second from
Seeding Labs.
2.

Apologies

The president noted the apologies of Prof. Long Lu (LL), Prof. Choon-Hong Tan (CT),
Prof. Sourav Pal (SP) and Prof. Jasim Uddin Ahmad (JUA)
Observers:- Ken Lee [substituting for CT), Prof Mansor Ahmad [Malaysia}
3.

Approval of the Minutes of the 72nd EXCO Meeting held in Taipei, Taiwan
The minutes of the meeting were taken as correct
Acceptance proposed – DW, Seconded STK

4.

Matters arising
a.

Statutes up date
The draft statues were worked through item by item and consensus
reached on the content of the document. The modified document is
annexed to the meeting minutes.
Areas that stimulated discussions included the following:

Removal of the word professional from national professional chemical
society – seen as superfluous



Inclusion of science in the same term to broaden the catchment base
of FACS. National chemical science society. There was some concern
that this could result in multiple members from a single country but the
decision was to leave it up to the GA to decide



The area of treatment of un-financial members resulted in much
discussion. The final outcome was that members could be removed
after 24 months by the general assembly unless there were mitigating
circumstances and a waiver had been given in writing by the EXCO. If
they are unfinancial after 24 months and no waiver has been given
then the society loses its voting rights at General Assembly meetings
and could also be removed by a vote of the Assembly.



The current titles of roles in the EXCO will be used for now, however if
the proposed changes to the operations of FACS are accepted then
the names will change.

Actions:-

-

Modified statutes to be circulated a final time to EXCO
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-

Modified statutes to be circulated amongst GA members for
comments and modifications before year end.

-

Final draft to be voted on at the next GA in Taipei.

b. Incorporation of FACS
No movement on this topic
c.

Asiachem Conference manual
A draft manual has been produced and circulated. The document is
based on a current manual used by the RACI with the ACC information
available in the current statutes grafted into this. The document is in a
rough draft form and little time has been available for the EXCO members
to review as yet.
Actions


RH and LLK to review document from the perspective of organisers of
ACC19 and whether it would have assisted them in the bid and
organisational process.

 EXCO members to review the document for suitability /
understandability


Feed back to be given to RS

 Modified document to be reviewed and finalised at the next EXCO
meeting
d. Membership fees
The Treasurer submitted a proposed fee schedule [Attachment 2]. It was
noted that the fees should not only be based on the economic activity of
the country but also the size and activity levels of the member society.
EXCO supported the proposal and it will be presented to the General
Assembly.
e.

Projects restructure (refer President‘s white paper on Projects)

No feedback on the project restructuring concept had been received. The current
project
system seems to be a little more active with a number of new directors taking
over and 3 new projects starting.
The President believed change is necessary but it is important not to change too
quickly and would like to test the proposed system prior to the next General
Assembly by running some trials utilizing the current projects. It is also important not to
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disrupt the operation of projects that are running successfully, and that the changes
proposed be made in consultation with project directors.
Actions: The new projects to be added to the new vs old project subject matter matrix
 EXCO members to review the project subject groupings for suitability
 The project directors to be asked whether they would be willing to run under
the new concept and for their comments and suggestions on the proposed
changes to projects (special interest groups with committees of operations).

f.

Interactions with other organisations


The ACS MOU was up for renewal. The ACS was changing their focus on
these types of agreements and were concentrating on sustainability and
growth of the partner organisations. Brad Miller will send an agreement
template for review.



The ACES / Willey agreement had been modified to accommodate the
requirements of state support to ACC19 and signed off.



Timor Leste had asked for advice on how to obtain funding to send students
overseas to get proper training in properly equipped labs. EXCO was asked
for ideas and names of people who could help Timor Leste. Providing robust
but inexpensive lab equipment would also be very helpful for nascent
chemical societies.



g.

The president had visited Nepal and was saddened at the lack of laboratory
equipment. A possible solution would be the Seeding Lab organisation
[below], the OPCW also had a group that distributed equipment.
West Asian Regional Representative elections
A call for nominations had been sent out and an electronic poll carried out
on the 2 nominations received. 7 votes received of which 3 were for Prof
Yardav from Nepal and 4 for Prof Culha from Turkey. Prof Culha will be
notified and asked to join at the next EXCO meeting.

h. Communications upgrade
Unfortunately the Director of Publications was an apology and no report had
been received. It would appear nothing has happened as yet.
Action:President to follow up with Director of Publications to ensure that progress is
being made
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5.

Reports from office bearers
a.

President (DW)

i. Report in meeting pack. Much of the content had been addressed in
matters arising.
One area that hadn‘t was the availability of grants for ECR based in
the lesser developed countries to attend Pacifichem. The president
urged the EXCO to spread the word to eligible societies and have
them register as Official Participating Organizations (OPOs) which is
free but provides cheaper registration and access to ECR bursaries.
Action: –
Hon Gen Sec to send information on OPOs to member societies
(https://pacifichem.org/general-information/official-participatingorganizations/) and tell them about the availability of bursaries for ECRs
to attend Pacifichem 2020 effectively at no cost.
b. Treasurer (STK)
i. Malaysia funds - Bank accounts –
Malaysia - RM 375,316.81
[USD$ 93,800
ii. Cash - Malaysia – RM48689 [ USD$ 1200] plus USD$1158
Total
Cash USD$ 2,358
iii. Total funds located in Malaysia
USD$
96,158
iv. Australian Funds - Bank Account
AuD $ 55,235
USD$ 41,400
v. Total funds
USD $137,558
vi. Membership subscription summary (table included in meeting
documentation)
vii. The payment of dues is poor with fees outstanding for 12 members
for 2017. 3
members have fees outstanding for 4 years, 1 for 3 years and 3 for 2
years.
viii. Part of the problem is maintaining up-to-date contact information,
another issue being knowledge of membership and FACS in
general sometimes is not passed between outgoing and incoming
presidents.
ix. EXCO members are asked to assist with outstanding collections
from societies where
they have relations with officials.
x. The treasurer, Director of publications and General secretary should
pool their
contact lists to assist the updating of the contact list
on the website.
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c. Editor of Publications
(SP)
i. No report
d. Director of Scientific Affairs (LL)
i. No report.
e.

Coordinator of Projects (ST)
i. Current Project Situation was included in meeting documentation
ii.

A good deal of activity appears to be occurring with only the
Metallic Chemistry and
chemical education having no action and Research on Antidiabetic
Plants only providing a budget but no plan.

$2619.75 has been requested in seed money. STK and ST to work out
the payment
mechanism.
f.

Regional Representatives
i. Rep. from East & Pacific Asia (CL)
No Report
ii. Rep. from South East Asia & Papua New Guinea (CT)
Activity report was given but mainly centred around Singaporean
activities. The president noted input should be obtained from other
regional societies.
iii. Rep. from South and West Asia
1.

g.

Currently no representative

General Secretary (RS)
i. Most of the communications received had been dealt with in the
proceedings thus far.
The only item outstanding was a letter from the last recipient of the
foundation award who was very pleased his article based on the
lecture had been published CAJ and suggesting this should be a
permanent arrangement.
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6.

Progress report ACC19 (RH).
Meeting will take place between 8-12 December 2019 at the Taipei convention
centre and is being planned for 2000 delegates. It was noted that this event
would mark the 40th anniversary of FACS and the 150 anniversary of IUPAC.
The technical program is being worked upon the objective is to have 7 plenary
lecturers, 3 being Nobel Laureates - one from Asia, one from Europe and one
from the USA [one has accepted already]. 29 topic areas have been identified
and these have been allocated to various groups to develop a technical
program around these. ACES, ACS and IUPAC will be running seminars as part of
the program. The last day will feature the ―Best of the best‖ where the 10 best
student poster presenters will be given the opportunity for short 5 minute oral
presentations.
Conference dinner will be held in the Grand Hotel.
Fund and delegate raising is in progress with LLK and RH making many
promotional trips.
Problems
 Current budget shortfall of $250K
 Support for science from the Taiwanese government has been cut
 Political relations with the Chinese mainland could severely dent the delegate
numbers

7.

International Younger Chemists Network [Lori Ferrins / Evijola Llabani]
IYCN gave a presentation on this new initiative linking young chemists
around the world. [presentation attached].
Some salient facts –
 an IUPAC group,
 for chemists under < 35
 Mainly aimed at U/G, P/G and ECR however also open to school students
 Aim to create a resource base for education
 Have established network contacts in many areas around the world however
Asia is poorly represented.
The president believed this a great initiative and encouraged all EXCO
members to follow up. Web site is https://acsycc.org/international/iycn/
ACC19 would be a great opportunity for both FACS and IYCN to further
collaboration.
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Actions: –
President-elect to liaise with IYCN to run activities at next Asiachem meeting in
Taipei
Hon Gen Sec to disseminate information to FACS member societies and add to
FACS web site
===================================================================
================
8.

Seeding Labs [Melissa Wu / Leah Gourley Lindsay]
One of the major problems for chemists in developing countries is lack of
equipment. It has been touched upon twice in the proceedings already with
Timor Leste and Nepal societies. The President came across Seeding Labs in a
Nature article and contacted them. Fortuitously they are based in Boston and
were attending the Boston ACS meeting so DW asked them to give a
presentation to EXCO.
The presentation given by Melissa Wu and &Leah Gourley Lindsay is attached.
Relevant points are:

Seeding labs collects equipment from donors that has been superseded



Donors currently only in the States and concentrated mainly in the NE.



Around 30% is new, 70 % is used



They check that the equipment is in good working order



They donate 20‘ containers of equipment to identified universities in less
developed countries



Currently active in South Americas, Africa, Indian subcontinent but not
really Asia so FACS provides a synergistic partner



Not in a position to provide technical back up



Recipient selection
o Match equipment donations to the ability to maintain and operate
it
o It is needs based and is dependant on the
vision of the institution
o Require the recipient institution to invest $18K - $33K in
Seeding Labs to ensure their commitment



They are looking for funded training locations for
maintenance, operation and researchers to ensure proper
utilisation of equipment.
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Will consider collaboration ideas and MOU‘s

The president believed this to be an excellent opportunity for FACS to assist the
lesser developed nations in our region and urged all to establish contact and
dialogues with Seeding Labs individually and through EXCO as a body.

Actions: –
President-elect to liaise with Seeding Labs to make their services at next
Asiachem meeting in Taipei
Hon Gen Sec to disseminate information to FACS member societies and add to
FACS web site
9. Other
Business


Federation of Commonwealth Chemical Societies.
The RSC has initiated the formation of a Federation of Commonwealth
Societies and convened a meeting in London to explore how it would
operate. EXCO members [SP,STK, CT, RS] were involved in the initial meeting,
plus 5 FACS member societies. The concept is likely to get off the ground,
initially with a biennial conference. RS and SP have been included in the
working committee to establish the structure.
This could be a potential competitor for FACS, although most Asia-Pacific
countries are not in the Commonwealth many FACS members are. The RSC
appear to be willing to throw resources behind the concept and make it
more attractive, and this could benefit FACS and FACS member societies in
the Commonwealth. FACS could become closer with the RSC due to our
members involvement

  ACS international Chapters
Another possible competitor for our members‘ members. The ACS is
aggressively pushing the establishment of foreign chapters. This could be to
the detriment of our weaker member societies where the ACS could offer
far more than the local society. An ACS chapter in Saudi Arabia contacted
FACS with a request to work with us in the area when the Saudi Arabian
Chemical Society is a member [but 4 years behind in fees]. The German
Chemical Society publicly expressed strong concern over the establishment
of foreign chapters in countries with national chemical societies without
notifying, consulting, or offering to work with the national societies. The RACI
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has also been concerned about the lack of inclusion, consultation, and
collaboration with the relevant ACS Chapter. EXCO should advise member
states to contact the ACS and request that they be informed if the ACS are
actively promoting a chapter in their area. The President discussed this
rather divisive issue with senior members of the ACS international committee
personnel and they seemed to be receptive to changing their approach to
include informing and working with national chemical societies.


The IUPAC International year of the periodic table have requested financial
support for actives during the year. EXCO approved the amount of USD
$2000 to be given to be part of these important activities.

Action: –
 President to notify the IYPT that we wish to join the event and can offer
financial assistance.

10. Location / dates of next EXCO meetings (DW)
Next meeting venue for Feb/March still has to be finalised. RH has
contacts in Saudi Arabia and will follow up, an alternative is Turkey
(RS to follow up) or NZ (DW to follow up).

11. The President thanked the EXCO members for their active
participation in a very productive session, in spite of a very full
agenda.
Meeting closed 16:00

RGS/DAW 3/9/2018
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FEDERATION OF ASIAN CHEMICAL SOCIETIES
STATUTES
Draft From 74thEXCO
1 Name and Nature of Organization
The Federation of Asian Chemical Societies (FACS) is a voluntary association of notfor-profit learned societies that are national chemical science societies of countries
and territories in Asia and Oceania.
The Organisation was founded in 1980 by the following societies
 Roya lAustralianChemicalInstitute
 HongKongChemicalSociety
 IndianChemicalSociety
 HimpunanKimiaIndonesia
 IraqiChemistryUnion
 KoreanChemicalSociety
 lnstitutKimiaMalaysia
 IntegratedChemistsofthePhilippines
 SingaporeNationalInstituteofC
hemistry
 InstituteofChemistry,Ceylon(SriL
ank
 ChemicalSocietyofThailand
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2. Purpose
The Federation of Asian Chemical Societies promotes the advancement and
appreciation of chemistry, assists in the development of national chemical science
societies in the region,promotes the interests and fostersdevelopment of professional
chemists in the region, and encourages stronger links between chemists and
chemical societies in the Asia, Oceaniaand the international chemical community.
3.

Definitions

Asiachem[formerly the Asian Chemical Congress ]means the biennialscientific
chemical science congress of the Federation of Asian Chemical Societies
Council means the members of the Executive Committee plus one representative
from each member society
Executive Committee [EXCO] means the committee tasked with the management
of the business of the society
Federation and FACSare abbreviations for the Federation of Asian Chemical
Societies
General Assembly means a meeting of the Council held at the biennial
AsiachemCongress
National Chemical Science Society means a society that represents the broad
chemical science community of a country and has chemistry as a core activity.
Not-for-Profit means any profit or surplus generated cannot be distributed to the
membership but must remain in the organisation and used to further the purposes of
the organisation
Observers means individuals invited to a FACS meeting by member societies, or the
Executive Committee, or who are project directors or co directors. Observers do not
have voting rights.
Chairperson means the person chairing a general meeting or committee meeting
In Writing, Correspondence that is either electronic or physical in format
4. Membership
The Federation of Asian Chemical Society is principally a federation of learned
chemical science organisationsthat existsfor the benefit of its members.
There is a Fellow membership category for individuals that is principally ceremonial in
nature and includes past Presidents, Nobel Laureates in chemistry, and Foundation
lecturers. Fellowstake no part in the governance of FACS.

4.1.

Organisation Membership criteria
Any learned organisation that complies with the following criteriamay
apply to be a member of the Federation: –
 Is based in Asia or Oceania
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represents the broad chemical science community of a country
is a not-for-profit entity
has a constitution
has,as apurpose,the advancement of chemical knowledge,
appreciation of the chemical sciences, and the professional
development of chemical scientists
is represented in the major metropolitan areas of the country
hasbeen active for at least 3 years presenting workshops,
symposia and/or conferences in the chemical sciences
hasmembers that are individuals who are qualified chemical
scientists
the interests of the membership cover the breadth of the
chemical science disciplines

4.2.

Application for organisation membership
The organisation wishing to become a member of FACS must provide
to the General Secretary of FACS the following documents at least 3
months prior to the next General Assembly: –
 the constitution of the organisation.
 names, qualifications, and contact detailsof the officers of the
organisation.
 asummary of the activities of the organisation over the previous
three years.
 financial reports for the previous three years
 evidence to show that the organisation is a national chemical
science society of its country
 aresolution by the governing organisation body of the Society
stating its intent to become a member of the Federation

4.3.

Consideration of organisation application
4.3.1 The Application will be reviewed by the Executive Committee
who, if satisfied that the required criteria are met, will recommend
to the General Assemblythat the organisation be accepted as a
member
4.3.2 The General Assembly will vote on acceptance of the
organisation as a member at the next General Assembly
4.3.3 The acceptance of the organisation must be recorded in the
minutes of the General Assembly meeting

4.4.

Granting oforganisation membership
4.7.1 If membership is approved by the General Assembly then the
organisation will become an official member of the Federation of
Asian Chemical Societies entitled to exercise their rights as a
member on payment of the relevant membership fee.
4.7.2 The President of the new member society will be the official
representative of the organisationto the Federation of Asian
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Chemical Societies.All correspondence will be addressed to the
President. If unavailable the President may delegate activities;
4.7.3 The governing body of a membersocietyisresponsible forinforming
the FACS Secretary General of any changes tothe presidency or
the contact details of the organisation
4.5.

General rights and obligations of organisational members
4.5.1 to vote at a General Assembly, Special Assembly meetings or on
electronic resolutions
4.5.2 to receive notice of General Assembly and Special Assembly meetings
and of proposed special resolutions in the manner and time prescribed
by these Rules
4.5.3 to submit items of business for consideration at a General Assembly;
4.5.4 to attend and be heard at a General Assembly
4.5.5 to have access to the minutes of a General Assembly

4.6.

Individual Membership of the Federation of Asian Chemical Societies

4.7.

Ceasing membership
The membership ceases on resignation, expulsion, or expiry.
4.7.1 A member may resign by notice in writing. If the member is an
organisation,notificationmust be receivedfrom the President of
theorganisation.
4.7.2 A member may be removed from membership if:–
 the member's annual subscription is more than 60 months in
arrears and no waiver in writing has been granted by the EXCO;
or
 where no annual subscription is payable the Secretary has made
a written request to the member to confirm that they wish to
remain a member; andthe member has not, within 6 months
ofreceiving that request, confirmed in writing that they wish to
remain a member.
 A majority of the Council vote in favour of removal

4.8.

Register of members
The Secretary General must keep and maintain a register of members
that includes
 the member's name;
 category of membership
 the address for noticesprovided by the member;
 the date of becoming a member;
 any other information determined by the Executive Committee;
and

TheCouncilcan,ontherecommendationoftheExecutiveCommitte
e,electeminentchemistswhohavedistinguishedthemselvesintheFe
deration,oratagloba llevel in the field of chemistry,asFellows .
The life time membership for individuals has been discontinued
however current obligations will be honoured.
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for each former member, the date of ceasing to be a member

It is the responsibility of the member to notify the Secretary General of
changes in the contact details.
5. General Assembly
5.1 The General Assembly
The General assembly is the meeting of theCouncil the
Federation of AsianChemical Societies that takesplace on a
biennial basis as part of AsiachemCongressactivities.
The General Assemblyhas the following functions: –
5.1.1 confirm the minutes of the previous meeting
5.1.2 receive and consider the reports from the Executive
Committee
5.1.3 review the financial position of the organization
5.1.4 approve changes to the Statutes of the Federation of
Asian Chemical Societies
5.1.5 dissolve the Federation of Asian Chemical Societies
5.1.6 approvethe strategic direction of FACS
5.1.7 appoint the Executive Committee of FACS
5.1.8 approve new member societies
5.1.9 cancel or suspend membership
5.1.10 approve new Fellows
5.1.11 approve the recipients of awards, citations and prizes
5.1.12 approve changes to membership fees and criteria for
payment level
5.1.13 approve commission charges on FACS branded events
5.1.14 choose the hosts of the next Asiachem congress
5.1.15 approve the appointment of special project committees
as required
5.1.16 consider any other business received by the General
Secretary at least60 days prior to the meeting.
5.1.17 Special General Assembly meetings may be called to
discuss matters requiring urgent attention at any time
between General Assemblies under the following rules: –
 called by the Executive Committee or
 called by >33% of the membership
 90 day notice to be given
 all other rules applicable to a General Assembly will
apply
5.2

Composition ofGeneral Assembly
The President of the member societies,or their designated
delegate if they are unavailable, will represent each
member society. The Secretary General must be notified of
a substitute in writing at least 30 days prior to meeting.
5.2.2 The Executive Committee
5.2.3 Observers: –
 up to 3 from each member society may be admitted
5.2.1
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5.2.4
5.2.5

5.3

 project directors and codirectors
 fellows
The General Secretary must be informed in writing at least
30 days prior to the meeting of the names and affiliations
of observers attending.
Invited guests
The Chairperson is the President of FACS or, if unavailable, the
President-Elect.

Quorum and voting
5.3.1 The quorum for the meeting is >50% of the
organization‘svoting membership
5.3.2 If a quorum is not achieved then any resolutions of the
Council will be interim until ratified by subsequent
electronic voting procedure as set out in 5.3.11.
5.3.3 Each country has one vote.If there aremore than one
member society from a country those societies must
decide how to use their single national vote.If they
cannot,the vote is proportionally allocated.
5.3.4 Member organizations with membership fees in arrears for
longer than 24 months that have not received a waiver
from EXCO will not be entitled to vote.
5.3.5 Member organizations not present can allocate their proxy
by informing the Secretary General in writing at least 30
days prior to the meeting.An ―at your discretion proxy‖ can
be allocated to members who are in attendance but
these members are only allowed to hold one such proxy. If
a definite decision on the resolution is made by the absent
society the proxy vote can be allocated to the secretary
general stating the voting requirement.
5.3.6 The Executive Committee members that are not
representing their home society do not have a vote
except for the President, who can make a casting vote in
the event of a tie.
5.3.7 For routine decisions such as the acceptance of reports or
minutes voting can be by show of hands.
5.3.8 For sensitive matters a secret ballot will be taken.
5.3.9 Normal resolutions require a simple majority to be carried.
5.3.10 Members must be informed of any changes to the statutes
at least 90 days prior to the GA.
5.3.11 Changes to the statutesrequire > of the vote of members
present and proxy votes received, to be carried.
5.3.12 Resolutions may be voted onelectronically if: –

all member organizations with a valid email address are
polled

the voting method is secret

no proxy votes are allowed

if >50% of the membership vote and >50% of the voting
memberssupport the resolution then it passes

all other rules applicable to voting apply.
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5.4
5.4.1
5.4.2
5.4.3
5.4.4

Notices
Notices of proposed changes to the Statutes must be
lodged with the Secretary General in writing at least 3
months prior to the General Assembly.
New membership applications must be lodged with the
Secretary General in writing at least 3 months prior to the
General assembly.
Notices of proposals to host the Asian Chemical Congress
must be lodged with the Secretary General in writing at
least 3 months prior to the General assembly.
All documents pertaining to agenda items for the General
Assembly must be circulated to each member societyand
each EXCO member at least 28 days prior to the General
Assembly.

6. Executive Committee
6.1

Functions of the ExecutiveCommittee
The Executive Committee [EXCO] reports to the General Assembly and is
responsible for managing the affairs of FACS, ensuring actions taken are
congruent with the purpose of the organisation and that good corporate
governance and control are maintained over the organisations finances
and activities. These functions are to: –

6.1.1 identify strategic directionsforFACS for approval by the
General Assembly;
6.1.2 prepare a strategic plan based on the strategic direction
approved by the General Assembly;
6.1.3 monitor and propose changes to the finances and
financial operating model for the Federation and report to
the General Assembly;
6.1.4 monitor and propose changes to the activities and
structure of the Federation;
6.1.5 propose changes to the Statutes of the Federation of Asian
Chemical Societies to the General Assembly, if required;
6.1.6 recommendTreasurer, Coordinator of Projects, Scientific
Director and the Editor of Publications appointments for
the Executive Committee of FACS to the General Assembly
(titles subject to review);
6.1.7 review new member applications for acceptability and
recommend suitable new membersto the General
Assembly;
6.1.8 recommend new Fellow nominationsto the General
Assembly;
6.1.9 call for, and review, nominations for FACS awards, citations
and prizes and recommend recipients to the General
Assembly;
6.1.10 recommend commission charges on FACS branded events
to the General Assembly;
6.1.11 call for and review nominations for the hosts of the
Asiachemcongresses,preparing a short list of candidates
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for the General Assembly;
6.1.12 recommend membership fees to the General Assembly;
6.1.13 establish and maintain communication channels with the
membership.
6.2

Composition of EXCO

6.2.1 The Executive Committee consists of twelve members: –
 President
 President-elect
 Immediate Past President
 Secretary General
 Secretary General-elect
 Treasurer
 Two Science Directors
 Communications Director
 One representative from each of the three regional areas
6.2.2
6.2.3
6.2.4
6.2.5
6.2.6
6.2.7
6.2.8
6.2.9
6.2.10
6.2.11

6.2.12
6.2.13
6.2.14
6.2.15

All EXCOmembers must be members of a FACS member organisation.
The member organisations must approve any appointment of their
member to EXCO.
There must be no more than twomembers from the same member
organisation on the EXCO at any one time.
Regional representatives must come from member societies not
already represented on the EXCO
The term of office for the EXCO committee is from the termination of
the GA that their positions was confirmed to the termination of the
following GA.
President, President-Elect, Immediate Past President,Secretary General,
Secretary General-elect and the regional Representative
positionseach serve one term in the position.
All other positions have a maximum of 2 terms however this can be
extended to three by the EXCO in exceptional circumstances.
The maximum number of contiguous terms a member can serve on the
Executive Committee is four.
Immediately after each General Assembly the President becomes the
Immediate Past President, the President-elect becomes the President.
The newPresident-elect will be proposed by the society awarded the
next Asiachem congressby the General Assembly. Once nominated
and approved the President elect must run the full course of the
progression president elect, President, past president. This can only be
changed by a GA resolution.
Immediately after each General Assembly the Secretary General-elect
becomes the Secretary General
A new Secretary General-elect will be nominated by the incoming
President-elect and approved by the General Assembly.
The Treasurer; two Science Directors and Communications Director will
be nominated by the outgoing Executive committee and approved by
the General Assembly.
After the executive positions on EXCO have been approved, regional
representatives will be nominated from each of the designated regions
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by the member organisations in that region. The nominated
representative must be from member societies not already represented
on the EXCO. The nominations must be approved by the General
Assembly.
6.2.16 If the President is unable to continue to full fill their duties for whatever
reasons the President-elect will take over the responsibilities.

6.2.17 If the Secretary General is unable to continue to full fill their duties
for whatever reasons the Secretary General will take over the
responsibilities.
6.2.18 Should any other position fall vacant the EXCO may appoint a
replacement if deemed necessary to carry out the duties of the
vacant position however the appointed person will not have a vote in
any EXCO resolution.

6.3

Conduct of EXCO meetings
The Executive Committee must meet physically at least
twice per year.Documentation required for the meeting
must be distributed at least 14 days prior to the meeting.
6.3.2 The quorum for the meeting is >50% of the EXCO physically
at the meeting.
6.3.3 If a quorum is not reached any resolution is interim until
ratified by a subsequent electronic vote.
6.3.4 Each member has one vote.
6.3.5 Members not present can allocate their proxy vote by
informing the Secretary General in writing at least 30 days
prior to the meeting.
6.3.6 The President can make a casting vote in the event of a
tie.
6.3.7 For routine decisions such as the acceptance of reports or
minutes voting can be by show of hands.
6.3.8 For sensitive matters a secret ballot will be taken.
6.3.9 Resolutions require a simple majority of those present to be
carried.
6.3.10 Resolutions may be voted for electronically if: –

all members are polled

the voting method is secret

no proxy votes are allowed

>50% of the committee respond

all other rules applicable to voting apply.
6.3.1

7

Financial Control

7.1

Source of funds
The funds of the Federation may be derived from joining fees, annual
subscriptions, donations, fund-raising activities, grants, interest, events held
under the FACS banner and any other sources approved by the Executive
Committee.

7.2

Management of funds
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7.2.1
7.2.2
7.2.3

7.2.4

7.3

The Federation charges the EXCO to ensure that Federation funds are
safely and securely held in accounts where appropriate financial
controls are implemented to prevent any fraudulent actions occurring.
Subject to any restrictions imposed by a General Assembly, the EXCO
may approve expenditure on behalf of the Federation.
EXCO may authorise the Treasurer to expend funds on behalf of the
Federation (including by electronic funds transfer) up to a specified
limit without requiring approval of the Executive Committee for each
item on which the funds are expended.
All cheques, drafts, bills of exchange, promissory notes and other
negotiable instruments must be signed by 2 individuals of which one is
an Executive Committee member.

Financial records
The Federation must keep financial records that: —
 correctly record and explain transactions, financial position and
performance
 enable financial statements to be prepared
7.3.2
The Federation must retain the financial records for 5 years after the
transactions covered by the records are completed.
7.3.3
The Treasurer must keep in their custody, or under their control: —
 the financial records for the current financial year
 any other financial record requested by the Executive Committee.
7.3.1

7.4

Financial statements
7.4.1 The Financial year is January 1st until December 31stof each year
7.4.2 Each year financial statements forthe activities of the Federation must
be produced: –






Profit and loss
Balance Sheet
Activity summary
Statement of current and investment accounts

7.4.3 If required, the financial statements will bereviewed or audited by a
body selected by the
General Assembly.
7.4.4 The financial statements will be certified by the Executive Committee.
7.4.5 The financial statements will be tabled at eachGeneral Assembly.
8. Dissolution of the Federation of Asian Chemical Societies
AproposaltodissolvetheFederationmustbesubmittedinwritingtotheSecr
etaryGeneralatleastoneyearpriortotheGeneralAssembly and be signed
by at least 25% of the membersocieties. Signatoriesmust not be in arrears
in membership payments.
AresolutiontodissolvetheFederationrequirestheagreementoftwothirdsof
allmembersocietiesoftheFederation.
IntheeventofthedissolutionoftheFederation
thenetassetsoftheFederationremaining shallbedistributed to a similar
type of not-for-profit organization operating in the region.
44 | P a g e

FEDERATION OF ASIAN CHEMICAL SOCIETIES (FACS)
C/O Royal Australian Chemical Institute Inc.
1/21 Vale Street, North Melbourne 3051, Australia
Phone: 61 3 9328 2033 Fax: 61 3 9328 2670, Email: congress@raci.org.au
President; Prof. Dave Winkler (david.winkler@monash.edu)
Hon. Gen. Secretary: Roger Stapleford (roger.stapleford@raci.org.au)
http://www.facs-as.org

74th FACS EXCO, Holiday Inn, Old City Istanbul, Turkey. 13/03/2019
@ 09:00
Hosted by The Turkish Chemical Society
Present:- Prof. Dave Winkler (DW), Prof. Reuben Jih-Ru Hwu (RH), Roger Stapleford
(RS),
Prof. Liu Ling-Kang (LLK), Datuk Dr. Soon Ting Kueh (STK), Prof. SupawanTantayanon
(ST),
Prof. Long Lu (LL),Prof. Sourav Pal (SP), Prof Mustafa Culha [MC]
Apologies:- Prof. Choon-Hong Tan (CT), Prof. Jasim Uddin Ahmad (JUA), Prof.
Chulbom Lee (CL)
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1. Welcome by FACS President (DW)
The President welcomed all present and thanked them for attending
the meeting. He thanked the Turkish Chemical Society, for hosting and
organising the meeting and attendant program.
2. Welcome by Prof Dr. Bahattin Yalcin, President Turkish Chemical Society
The president welcomed the FACS EXCO and hoped their meeting
progressed well. He said 2019 was an important year for the Turkish
Chemical Society being it‘s centenary and was pleased to host this
meeting.
3. Apologies
The president noted the apologies of Prof. Choon-Hong Tan (CT), Prof. Jasim
Uddin Ahmad (JUA), Prof. Chulbom Lee (CL)

4. Approval of the Minutes of the 72nd EXCO Meeting held in Taipei,
Taiwan
The minutes of the meeting were taken as correct
Acceptance proposed – DW, Seconded STK
5. Matters arising from Previous minutes
5.1.)
Statute revision
Points addressed:Point 1. MKI had reservations about the opening up of the
organisation by the terminology – ―national chemical science
societies‖ believing this could encourage national, subject
specific, societies [i.e. Polymer, physical, organic] to join
changing the focus of the organisation. The question was asked
if this would be a bad thing?
Actions:- GA members be asked for their input when document
circulated for review - RS
- EXCO subcommittee to review the
advantages/disadvantages – DW, STK, RS, LK
Point 2. HKI made a comment about the definition of the FACS
―catchment‖ region that needed to align with that of 4.1. The fact
that the Middle east need not be specifically mentioned as it was part
of the Asian continent. Asia Pacific is not a good description as the
general understanding of the term includes the North and South
American countries bordering on the Pacific Ocean.
Point 5.3.1ICPNG noted the wording of the quorum required
modification to clarify the issue. EXCO on reviewing the situation
recommended that quorum be > 50% of the membership. And this
46 | P a g e

―greater than‖ methodology should be applied throughout the
document.
Point 5.3.2ICPNG noted this paragraph needed quorum definition
included. - the > 50% factor to be added. – Not necessary
Point 5.3.3 ICP asked if there would be fractions of votes. This would
only occur if there was more than one member society in a country
and they could not agree on a vote. – As laid out in the statutes
Point 5.3.5 ICP asked if members supplying a proxy would be termed
present. The answer is no when determining if the meeting is quorum
however their vote will be included in the calculation of voting
number requirements.
The proxy question lead to the EXCO recommending the statutes
referring to proxy votes should be tightened up reflecting that the
Secretary General should be informed that a proxy is being given to a
certain member and that members can only exercise a single proxy
nomination
Point 5.3.10 ICP asked for

-

-

a notification period of 6 months be added prior to any vote
on statute changes.This can be included but must be
reduced to 90 days as 5.1.17 stipulates a 90-day notification
period for the calling of a special General Assembly
the voting on statute changes be > 66% of all membership. This is not as feasible as all members never attend meetings.
The proxy allocation gives those members unable to attend
the opportunity to have a say if they so wish. The statue
should state >66% of the vote cast.

Point 5.3.11 ICP queried the voting calculation requirements for
electronic voting. The calculations will be based on those actually
voting. All will have the opportunity to vote if they wish to exercise it.
Point 6. IHK had an issue with the fact that the statutes did not specify
that the Past President, President and President-elect could not be
from the same society. The fact that there can be no more than 2
from the same society on EXCO would preclude this as the President
and general secretary are from the same society as are the two elect
officials. This would only happen if one society hosted three
conferences in a row.
Point 7.4.3 IHK asked for clarification on who would audit the
statements if required. EXCO recommended that the additional
clause ―selected by the GA‖ be added.
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General Comment. HKI and ICP both noted there was no reference to
the founding members. - There will be an introduction paragraph
noting the formation of the Federation
EXCO discussions – A clause needs to be added that enshrines the
issue that once the President-elect and Secretary-elect have been
approved by the GA they cannot be changed unless they are unable
to perform the duties, pass away or resign

5.2.)
Congress manual
A congress manual has been drafted to assist in the bidding
process to ensure those interested parties know what is required
and give a few pointers on how to organise the event. In
general, the draft was seen as a useful document. Anumber of
issues were raised.
- There was some concern with the ―commission‖ of $20
[should be specified as US$] with many of the lesser
developed countries having a very low local price that $20
would substantially affect the price and take up. A second,
but similar problem, was with students, they should not be
penalised by the same amount as full delegates. EXCO
suggested the commission be changed to a % of the total
delegate fees collected. 5% being the suggested figure.
- The term PG and ECR need to be spelt out for understanding
- The term Council needs to be defined
- The numbering system needs to be corrected
- It should be noted that the foundation lecture is equivalent to
a plenary lecture and the balance of the awards lecturers
are equivalent to invited speakers
- The period in which the successful bidders should host an
EXCO meeting needs to be loosened
5.3.)
Project restructuring
As yet no movement on implementing trial ISG to test the
concept prior to full rollout. This needs to be done soon to give
enough time to judge the appropriateness.
It was noted that the current projects will be allowed to run their
course in the existing process however the option should be
given to swap to the new system if requested. The new system
would provide larger support funds for projects
Actions - ST
- Distribute white paper to project leaders
- Ask for volunteers to convert to the new process
- Any new project applications should follow the restructured
route
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5.4.)
Interactions with other organisations
- ACS – Our contact, Bradley Miller, has left the organisation.
Lorie Brown has taken over. Contact needs to be made to
renew the MOU between FACS and the ACS.
- TimorLeste contact seems to have stopped.
Action:- Ask Tom Spurling, the initiator of the interaction, to
follow up - DW
- Myanmar needs to be followed up and possibly invite them
as an observer in Taipei – ST
- Nepal - Project team under DW to investigate provision of
second hand equipment for them and other members in a
similar situation.–DW
5.5.)
Possible competition
- Federation of Commonwealth Chemical Science Societies.
The process of forming the Federation is progressing. Two
EXCO members are on the steering committee and will
watch out for FACS interests. They have reached the stage
where the vision, mission and objectives have been finalised
but governance procedures are yet to be drafted. They have
begun work on organising their first conference and have
been asked to use the off years between ACCs. The
conference will not be centred around research alone but
also deal with policy. The first meeting will be in April 2020 in
Tobago.
- ACS have been aggressively forming international chapters in
some areas. It‘s important we use the MOU to control this in
the FACS community.
5.6.) Communications
See Editor of Publications report

6. EXCO member reports
6.1.) President‘s report
The president reemphasised the importance of continuing the
governance updates and structural changes being worked on
and the opportunity to grow ACC to be the dominant voice of
Asian chemistry. He also highlighted the available support for
younger chemists and chemists from lesser developed areas to
attend Pacifichem and encouraged member societies to sign
up for the ACS‘s free Official Participation Organisation status
(see www.pacifichem.org)
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6.2.) Treasurer‘s report
The current assets of FACS stands at almost US$145,000
distributed between the MKI and RACI accounts. The President
pointed out some of these funds should be used to further the
aims of FACS.
The comment was made that interest rates in some countries
were much higher than others. The problem was the foreign
exchange risk.
There are currently 6 member societies with 3+ years
outstanding fees. One HKI has asked for an invoice. RH has
contacts with a Saudi Arabia and will ask them for contact
details of the best person to talk to about payment.The
President has made extensive efforts to find the correct contact
person in Iran.
A proposed membership fee increase sheet was circulated. This
needs to be circulated to the GA for comment. Will be done
along side other communications by RS.
It was noted that one of the official signatories for the Malaysian
investment portfolio was no longer with the MKI controlling
committee and should be changed. The treasurer was asked to
arrange this asap.
6.3.) Director of Scientific Affairs report
Nothing to report. With ACC19 being held in a developed
country no assistance is required. This role will be merged with
the Coordinator of Projects in the new structure.
6.4.) Coordinator of Project‘s report
ACEN – Sending 4 teachers to a Taiwan conference
ANRAP – No plan
ANMC – No plan
ANEC – No plan
ANMSC – Teacher training continuing
ChIN – Supporting teachers and students at Bangkok
conference
GCN – Activities planned
ANWWR –Indications of activity but no proposal
APFAN – Project closed but wish to reopen. Suggest they
be encouraged to use the new process.LK to pass on
contact details to ST
6.5.) Editor of Publications report
Currently putting together newsletter but having difficulty
getting reports. Need to get overview of award lectures from
presenters too. Only one hard copy per member will be
produced, on line versions for the rest.
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Both Editor of communications and President have created
social media accounts. All access information to be given to SP
who will merge the duplicate accounts.
With social media accounts, to be of any use, they need to be
constantly monitored and used. Suggest student be found to
assist. Could use funds allocated for hard copy newsletters to
cover this.
The website is way out of date and needs to be updated.
Problem is that it‘s a two stepprocess with the service being
provided in China and thus updates done there. There should
not be a problem however would be better if the website was
cloud based and could be maintained from anywhere. An
examples of an easy to generate cloud website builder are Wix.
To investigate – SP
Need to load white papers on projects and finance on the
website along with draft statutes / ops manual and congress
manual. – SP
6.6.) Regional representatives
Nothing to report. Comment was made that the very important
function of the regional representatives was to act ass a link
between the EXCO and societies in their area for two-way
communication. Prime example at the moment is to create
discussion about proposed governance changes. Maybe we
should have a brief document that explains the duties of these
reps, extract from Statutes/Ops manuals? Action RS.
6.7.) General Secretary report
Correspondence received was discussed.
Call for input on member contact details was made. An
attempt has been made to update the contact list but not
complete. It‘s very important for the secretariat, treasury and
communications portfolios. All to review and send corrections
where required.
7. RSC MOU
The MOU received from the RSC was discussed. It is basically a mirror
image of that signed with them by the RSC. There was no dissent on
contact and it was felt it was important to stay close to the RSC in view
of their drive to form the FCCS. They were also involved in ACC18 and
will be in ACC19 and it would be beneficial to have them involved in
the future. Action – continue dialogue with intention to sign in Taipei.
8. Operations Manual Draft
The second part of the governance documentation restructure was
the drafting of an operational manual dealing with the rules and
regulations involved with the day to day running of the organisation.
51 | P a g e

The idea being that changes to the operational would not require GA
approval just EXCO approval.
Due to the change and the fact that many of the regulations were
currently in the statutes GA approval would be required initially. The
goal of this meeting was to get all EXCO input to produce a draft for
circulation for comment to GA.
Points raised
- Each EXCO member needs to go through the functions of their
position as outlined in the document to ensure everything was
covered. All need to review the director of scientific affairs and the
director of communications as these were the positions that have
been modified. Action: All EXCO members
- Some discussions around the timing of the EXCO meeting to be
hosted by the ACC bid winner, currently this is stated to be within 24
months of the event. This should be more open.
- Failure to pay membership fees. It was felt that the proposed system
was too strict and needed to be listened up. 2 years in arrears no
vote at GA, 4 years in arrears no support to attend GA and 5 years
termination.
- The introduction to the budgeting requirements was new but was
generally accepted
- The SIG section is based on the project restructuring and needs
inspection
- The communications section has been upgraded as the function is
vital for FACS to function efficiently Social media interaction points
need to be added. Any input would be useful
Feedback before mid April is needed to allow time to canvas the GA
assembly members. Action: All EXCO members.

9. ACC congresses
9.1.) ACC18 [Taipei]
Planning progressing well. Actual ACC will run Tuesday – Friday
with up to 7 sessions per day. All plenaries will take place first
thing in the morning to reduce hiring costs of the big hall. The GA
and welcome reception will take place on the Monday as will a
Chinese language local chemistry event and registration for the
ACC18. The Chairman‘s dinner for the GA and VIP guests will
take place on the Tuesday evening, the congress dinner on the
Thursday evening. Accommodation for the GA will be covered
for the Sunday, Monday and Tuesday nights.
The Best of the Best competition for students was discussed and
it was hoped that up to 200 would apply. The entries would be
thinned down to 40 and then the best 10 selected. The objective
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was to get a spread across many countries and limitations would
be in the system to ensure this.
Promotional activities were about to start and fliers would be
sent to the editor of publications for inclusion on the website. It
must also be sent to the Secretary General for distribution
amongst the GA members. A concern was raised that this was
starting a little late.
Invitations for the GA would run through the Secretary General
working together with the President elect / Secretary General
Elect.
9.2.) ACC19 [Istanbul]
The event will be taking place at the University of Istanbul in
September 2019. The university is being used to reduce costs and
thus delegate fees. A site visit to the university was made to view
the plenary hall [will hold 1500] and the breakout rooms based in
a second building about 200 m away. The second building had
an auditorium capacity of 400 and 6 rooms. There was a number
of areas where an exhibition could be placed, the largest close
to the plenary hall.
Hotel costs would be around $100 per night [US]. Student
accommodation was being investigated
9.3.) ACC20
Initial bid requests have been sent out, a second reminder will
be sent out before the end of March. So far, the Korean
Chemistry Society has expressed interest.
10. Next Meeting
It was proposed to hold a second meeting prior to the GA in Taipei as
the ACC18 was late in the year and there was a lot of work and
decisions still to make. The EXCO was in agreement with this with
September being the target month. The President will make enquires
with Singapore, NZ and Japan. Update: the CSJ has offered to host in
Tokyo in early OctoberV
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11. Action Points
Point
5.1

Action

Who

National Chemical Science Society issue
RS
- GA members be asked for their input when document circulated for
review
DW/STK/LK/RS

-EXCO subcommittee to review the advantages/disadvantages

5.3

Project restructuring

5.4

- Distribute white paper to project leaders
- Ask for volunteers to convert to the new process
- Any new project applications should follow the restructured route
External interactions
- ACS – Contact Lorie Brown to renew the MOU between FACS and
the ACS.
- Ask Tom Spurling to follow up with Timor Liste
- followed up with Myanmar and possibly invite them as an observer
in Taipei
- Nepal - Project team investigate provision of second hand
equipment

6.5

6.7

Update website
Move Website admin to the cloud
Add drafts of governance documents and white papers to website
Include ACC18 info on website
Rationalise social media accounts
- Finish newsletter
Update member contact details – review document note errors

8

Operations manual

-

-

General
Secretaria
l work

-

Each EXCO member to review their position description to ensure
correctness
Review SIG overview to ensure suitability respond by mid April
Review Communications overview to ensure suitability respond
by end March
Update statutes and distribute to GA for comment
Update ACC manual and distribute to GA for comment
Update ops manual and distribute to EXCO for comment
Revise ops manual and distribute to GA for comment
Call for nominations for FACS awards
Call for congress bids
Call for delegates to GA meeting

ST

RS/DW
DW
ST
DW

SP
All

All

RS
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Prog.

Report on the Activities of Institute Chemists, PNG

INSTITUTE BILONG KEMISTS PAPUA NEW GUINEA

THE INSTITUTE OF CHEMISTS, PAPUA NEW GUINEA (ICPNG)
National Office: P.O. Box 544, Goiroka Post Office, Goroka, Papua New Guinea
Phone: (675) 531 1736 Email: basilmar8@gmail.com
Registered No: 5-2843

ACTIVITIES OF INSTITUTE CHEMISTS, PNG DURING THE FIRST HALF OF 2018
1. Presenting papers at International Chemistry Conferences:
Jan – June 2018:
A significant number of ICPNG members presented papers at
International Conferences during this period. An ICPNG member was
also invited to present the Keynote Address at an International
Chemical Congress organized by Nepali Chemical Society and held in
Chitwan, Nepal in March 2018.
2. Organizing Conferences
Jan-August 2018:
ICPNG members have been supporting the organizing of ―Climate
Change: our Environment, Livelihoods and Sustainability‖ conference
which will be held from 13-14 September 2018 at University of Goroka,
PNG.
3. Representing ICPNG at International Meetings/Fora
The Representative of ICPNG attended a High Level Meeting organized
by Royal Society of Chemists and held in RSC Headquarters in London
from 11-12 June 2018.
4. Publication of Journal:
ICPNG published 2017 issue of the Journal of the Institute of Chemists,
PNG (JICPNG) in early 2018.
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C. SRILANKA
REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE INSTITUTE OF CHEMISTRY CEYLON –
2017/2018
1.1

YEOMAN SERVICE AWARDS 2018

Professor Subramaniam Sotheeswaran, Professor Priyani Paranagama and Dr.
Suppiah Sentheshanmuganathan were awarded the Yeoman Service Award
at the 14th convocation for their services and activities rendered towards the
advancement of the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon.

1.2

F i r s t P h D P r o d u c e d b y Research Conducted at the College of
Chemical Sciences (CCS) of the Institute

The College of Chemical Sciences of the Institute conducts postgraduate
research projects through its internal academic grant scheme and external
sources of funding. A National Science Foundation research scholarship grant
for the project ―Production of bioethanol towards biofuels and wine‖ was
received in 2013, which was supervised by Dr. U S K Weliwegamage, Senior
Lecturer, CCS in collaboration with Professor R G S C Rajapakse, University of
Peradeniya, and Professor S Sotheeswaran, a former Senior Professor and
Foundation Professor of CCS, and Emeritus Professor of the University of the
South Pacific.
Ms. Rukshika Hewawasam, Graduate Chemist (2012) was the research
assistant of this project. She registered for the M.Phil. Degree and was
subsequently upgraded to PhD considering her excellent performance. In
January 2018, she was awarded a PhD from the University of Peradeniya, Sri
Lanka.
During the research ten research communications were released and two
international conference papers were presented. One research paper was
published in the Journal of Fermentation Technology and another is awaiting
publication in the American Journal of Applied Chemistry.
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1.3

14TH CONVOCATIONOF THE COLLEGE OF CHEMICAL
SCIENCES (CCS), INSTITUTE OF CHEMISTRY CEYLON

The 14th convocation of the 35th batch of Graduate Chemists and 43rd batch
of DLTC Diplomates was held on 26thFebruary 2018 at the Bandaranaike
Memorial International Conference Hall (BMICH), Colombo. Professor Ananda
Jayawardena, Former Vice Chancellor, University of Moratuwa, Sri Lanka and
Senior Professor of Civil Engineering and the present Director General,
National Science Foundation (NSF) graced the occasion as the Chief Guest
and Dr. Sarath Paranavitane, Chairman, Lanka Hospitals was the Guest of
Honour. A total of 129 Graduate Chemists and 125 DLTC Diplomates were
awarded
cerificates
on
completion
of
their
studies.
This
graduateshipprogramme is accredited to the London Royal Society of
Chemistry, UK. The graduateship course and the examinations of this
graduateshipprogramme are externally monitored by three professors from
the Universities in the UK.
1.4

Training Seminar/workshops and Popular Talks
1.4.1 Untapped Potential of Sugar Industry on National Development

A Seminar on this topic was organized by the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon on
11th September 2017 at the P P G L Siriwardena(PPGL) Auditorium,
Adamantane House, Rajagiriya, Sri Lanka. It was sponsored by Islandwide
Marketing Service (PVT) Ltd. The main focus was to discuss the current state of
the Sugar Industry in Sri Lanka and to provide awareness of the potential it
holds in national development. The manufacture of sugar products and their
effect on health was also addressed. Resource persons included, Prof. R N
Pathirana, Dr. A P Keerthipala, Dr. M W N Dhamawardena, Mr. Luxman
Siriwardena, Ms. Wathsala Mudalige and Mr. N M S Hettigedara. Participants
were from the Sri Lankan industries, and universities. The Institute of Chemistry
staff and the CCS academics were also present at this event. The seminar
was coordinated by Dr. Lakshmi Arambewela, Mr. E G Somapala, Mr. J M
Ranasinghe Banda, Mr. A M Jayasekara and Mr. C W Jayasekara.
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1.4.2 ‘New trends in Natural Products Research and its potential
applications in Medicine and Cosmetics’
The above titled seminar was held on 25th January 2018, at the PPGLS
Auditorium, Adamantane House. The keynote lecture was delivered by Prof.
Veranja Karunaratne, Vice Chancellor of Sri Lanka Institute of Nano
Technology (SLINTEC). The seminar focused on addressing the current
research trends used in the industry on Natural Products and their
applications. Participants from both the industry and academia were present
on that day. This was the first of the seminar series held in aid of raising funds
for the Chemistry Olympiad Competition.
1.4.3 Frontiers in Agrochemicals
This seminar was organized by the Institute of Chemistry Ceylon on 12th
February 2018 at the P P G L S Auditorium. The main focus was to enhance
the awareness of chemical usage in the agriculture industry. Resource
personnel from the industry as well as the academia were invited to deliver
speeches.
1.4.4 Current trends in Synthetic Organic Chemistry
The Organic Chemistry Club of the CCS organized a popular talk on ‗Current
trends in Synthetic Organic Chemistry‘ by Dr. Laksiri Weerasinghe, Sri Lanka
Institute of Nano Technology (SLINTEC) on 16th February 2018 at the college
premises.
1.4.5 Computational Chemistry
The Computational Learning and Research Center (CLRC) of the CCS
organized a popular talk on ‗How to stay safe in the connected world:
Methods and best practices to avoid online risks‘ on 8th March 2018 at the P P
G L S Auditorium. It was conducted by Mr. Sithira Hewaarachchi, Cyber
Security Specialist, PwCSri Lanka.
1.4.6 Water: Quality, Pollution, Treatment and Testing
The Institute of Chemistry Ceylon organized a training seminar along with a
workshop on water quality and testing on 5th and 6th April 2018. The seminar
was held at the Plastic and Rubber Research Institute, Rajagiriya, Sri Lanka
and many lectures were delivered by the experts in the field. The training
workshop was held at the Institute laboratories where participants were given
hands-on experience in testing and analyzing water samples.
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1.5.1 C S R P R O J E C T O F ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
As the CSR project, the Alumni Association of College of Chemical Sciences
(CCS)
established
a
water
purification
plant
at
WalisingheHarischandraMahaVidyalaya, Anuradhapura on 4th October 2017
with the aim of providing cleaner drinking water to the area. The members
were warmly welcomed by the school students and they expressed their
sincere gratitude for this worthy cause. A ‗Magic Show‘ was conducted for
the school children by the CCS Magic Club as a fun event along with
popularizing Chemistry among students.
1.6
THIRD DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF PR OFESSOR J N O FER N AND O
The commemoration of the third death anniversary of Emeritus Professor J N
Oleap Fernando was held on 2nd March 2018 at the Adamantane House. The
ceremony
initiated
with
morning
alms
giving
at
the
Sri
GnanawasaThripitakaVidyayathanaya, Rajagiriya followed by Christian,
Hindu and Muslim religious activities. The memorial lecture was held
afterwards on ‗Quality Assurance in Higher Education‘ by Professor Uma
Kumaraswamy, Director, UGC Center for Gender Equity/Equality and former
Vice Chancellor of OUSL.
D. NEW ZEALAND
New Zealand Institute of Chemistry
President
Professor Penny Brothers
School of Chemical Sciences, The University of Auckland, Private Bag 92019, Auckland,
New Zealand
Phone: 6499238281
Mobile: 021713402
E-mail: p.brothers@auckland.ac.nz

New President: The new president for 2019-2020 is Associate Professor Sarah
Masters
https://www.canterbury.ac.nz/science/contact-us/people/sarah-masters.html
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E. India
Chemical Research Society of India (CRSI)
Details of several activities of CRSI available in www.crsi.org.in
Current President: Prof N Sathyamurthy, Ex Director, IISER Mohali (2017- )
Immediate Ex- President: Prof Sourav Pal, Director, IISER Kolkata ( 2014-17)
CRSI holds two major National Symposia in Chemistry (NSC) and various other
activities through local Indian Chapters, recognizes talents within the country,
recognizes Indian chemists working abroad as well as honors fellowship to
eminent chemists globally. It works closely with American Chemical Society
(ACS) and Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC), UK to organize focused symposia
nation-wide. UK India symposia are organized in UK and India jointly by RSC
and CRSI.
24th NSC was held at CSIR- Central Leather Research Institute in Chennai, Feb
8-10, 2019 ( RSC- CRSI meeting held in same venue on Feb 7, 2019)
23rd NSC was held at Indian Institute of Science Education and Research
Bhopal, July 13-15, 2018
22nd NSC was held at Pt Ravi Shankar Shukla University, Raipur, Feb 2-4, 2018
(RSC- CRSI meeting in same venue on Feb 1, 2018)

F. Brunei
2017 was filled with a number of notable achievements for UBD. This
newsletter celebrates our rising in the QS rankings both in the World and in
Asia from the previous year. We were also placed 37th in the QS Top 50 Under
50.
As UBD continues its upward trajectory, the university endeavors to be at the
forefront of research and development particularly in its research thrusts
which include Islamic governance, biodiversity studies, energy studies and its
predictive analytics through the newly established Institute of Applied Data
Analytics (IADA).
Expanding its reach beyond Brunei Darussalam, UBD also officiated the UBDFPT in November 2017 as the first UBD campus outside of Brunei Darussalam as
well as the first overseas campus established in Vietnam by an ASEAN
university.
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FACS Awardees (2017)
Name
Foundation
Lectureship
Award 2017 in
Analytical
Chemistry

Award
Prof. Philip
John Marriott

From

Email-Address

RACI,
Australia

philip.marriott@monash.edu

Distinguished
Young Chemist
Award 2017 in
Organic
Chemistry

Dr. Junichiro
Yamaguchi

Chemical
Society of
Japan

junyamaguchi@waseda.jp

Distinguished
Contribution to
Economic
Advancement
Award

Prof. Dr.
Mubarak
Ahmad Khan

Bangladesh
Chemical
Society

makhan.inst@gmail.com

Distinguished
Contribution to
Chemical
Education Award

Prof. Dr.
Supawan
Tantayanon

Chemical
Society of
Thailand

Supawan.T@chula.ac.th

Citations for
contributions to
Chemistry in the
Asia-Pacific
Region

Prof. Dr.
Chunli Bai

Chinese
Chemical
Society, China
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1. Federation of Asian Chemical Societies Executive
Committee
The Executive Committee [EXCO] reports to the General Assembly and is
responsible for managing the affairs of FACS, ensuring the actions taken are
congruent with the purpose of the organisation, and that good corporate
governance and control are maintained over the organisations finances and
activities.



Composition of the Executive Committee
-



President
President elect
Immediate Past President
Secretary General
Secretary General Elect
Treasurer
Science Directors (2 positions, formerly Coordinator of Projects and Director of
Scientific Affairs)
Communications Director (formerly Editor of Publications)
Area Representative East and Pacific Asia
Area Representative South East Asia and Papua New Guinea
Area Representative South and West Asia

Regional subdivision
The membership of FACs will be divided into regions each having a
representative on the EXCO committee. Currently three regions have been
designated but,as membership increases, further regions may be created or
regional membership may change.
East and Pacific Asia

South East Asia and
Papua New Guinea

South and West Asia

China

Brunei Darussalam

Bangladesh

Japan

Indonesia

India

Korea

Malaysia

Nepal

Hong Kong

Philippines

Pakistan

Mongolia

Singapore

Sri Lanka

Russia

Thailand

Iraq

Taipei

Vietnam

Israel

Australia

Papua New Guinea

Jordan

New Zealand
Fiji

Cambodia

Kuwait

Saudi Arabia
Turkey
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Roles of the EXCO members
Each EXCO position has a role associated with it. Members accepting EXCO
positions are expected to carry out their assigned roles to the best of their
ability and work together as a team to further the purpose of the Federation
1.3.1 The President
The function of the President is to provide leadership and direction to the
Federation and further the purposes of the organisation through the
efforts of the EXCO team and to ensure the continued existence and
growth of the Federation. The President: –
- is the spokesperson and figure head of the Federation and signs off on
all agreements made with external organisations
- establishes the secretariat of the Federation for their term of office and
works with the Secretary General to ensure this is efficient and effective
- sets the EXCO meeting schedule, hosts, venues and times with the
assistance of the Secretary General
- chairs the General Assembly and all meetings of the EXCO.
1.3.2 The Secretary General
Provides the secretariat functions for the Federation, managing the
operations and activities of the organisation. Tasks include: –
- setting up EXCO and General Assembly meetings by formulating the
agenda, compiling and distributing documentation to the attendees,
ensuring the meetings adhere to the statues and operating rules of the
Federation and recording and distribute the minutes of the meetings
- organising ad hoc electronic ballots as is required to provide decisions
on urgent resolutions
- maintaining a register of members both organisations and individuals
- working with the EXCO to ensure any proposed changes to the
Statutes are fully researched, well documented and circulated to the
Council in the time frame set out in the Statues
- dealing with incoming and outgoing correspondence of the
Federation
- calling for and managing the nominations for the various Federation
awards and recognition initiatives and liaising with the Secretary
General-Elect to ensure they are scheduled in the ACC program
- calling for, managing, and scheduling presentations of proposals to
host the Asian Chemical Congress
- working with the Secretary General Elect in calling for and managing
the delegates lists for the next General Assembly to ensure adequate
preparations are made to host the delegates.
- working with the Editor of Publications to fully utilise the available
communication channels of the organisation
1.3.3 The Immediate Past President
Provides the corporate memory for the organisation that can be used to
advise the EXCO and President when deciding on courses of action.
Having 4 years on the EXCO provides a valuable knowledge of
procedures, activities, obstacles, membership personalities, and external
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contacts that can be of great use to the incoming president. The
President may allocate specific projects to the Immediate Past President
that require this knowledge set.
1.3.4 The President Elect
The President elect is normally the chair of the organising committee of
the upcoming ACC and as such their time will be taken up with
preparations for the Congress. The function of the President Elect will be
understanding the governance process of FACS, how the organisation is
set up and functions, and working with the President to ensure the
direction being taken is congruentand acceptable with their views and
will continue into the next term of office.
1.3.5 Secretary General Elect
The Secretary General Elect is normally heavily involved in the organising
of the upcoming ACC and as such their time will be limited. The role of
the Secretary General Elect isto: –
- gain an understanding of the Statutes and operating procedures
- work with the Secretary General in setting up the arrangements for the
General Assembly
- work with the Secretary General and ACC technical committee to
organise a FACS awards session in the congress program
- work with the President Elect to establish a secretariat for the next term
of office.
- update the EXCO on the next Asian chemical Conference‘s progress
1.3.6 Treasurer
The Treasurer is responsible for the financial management of the
Federation, receiving all income, paying all expenditures, and keeping
adequate records of all financial transactions.The role of the Treasurer is
to: –
-

-

-

present an annual budget for consideration of Executive Committee;
prepare an annual financial report that includes profit and loss and
balance statements for presentation to EXCO and a two-yearly summary for
presentation to the General Assembly
present periodic budget performance reportsat EXCO meetings
report on the cash flow position of the Federation at EXCO meetings
present a listing of all payments made in the period since the preceding
EXCO meeting, and seek an indication of payments to be made in the next
period
operate a current account as approved by Executive Committee,with
a second signatory who is approved by the Executive Committee;
arrange for the appropriate investment of the Federation's retained
surplus in a suitablesecure investment
manage the membership fee collection process, dealing with
defaulters as per the operating procedures.

1.3.7 Communications Director
The Editor of Publications is responsible for the official communication
mechanisms of the Federation including the newsletters and website. The
role of Communications Directoris to: –
- edit the FACS Newsletter.
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-

-

-

-

determine the publication frequency of the FACS Newsletter.
There must be at least one issue per year.
seek advertising sponsorship to support the cost of the Newsletter,
and will seek assistance in this activity from the EXCO.
time theissue to coincide with the holding of the Asian Chemical
Congress and other major meetings of the Federation. In this way,
sponsors for the Congress may be offered advertising space
liaise with the Secretary General, the Coordinator of Projects, and
the Director of scientific affairs for information of FACS activities
send one hard copy of the FACS Newsletter to each member
society of the Federation.
maintain a register of member societies and individual members
requiring PDF copies of the newsletter and distribute electronically.
Individual members may receive a hard copy of the newsletter on
payment of a set fee. PDF to be made available for download
from the website
maintain up todate information on the Federation website, this
may be done directly or via a third party
manage social media for the FACS, including a FaceBook and
LinkedIn page and Twitter feed
prepare a budget detailing any funds required for communication
activities and present this to EXCO. The Treasurer will make
available to the Editor such funds that EXCO shall approve
publications activities.
produce a statement for the production costs of each issue and
expenses accrued

1.3.8 Science Directors (formerly Coordinator of Projects and Director of
Scientific Affairs)
Projects are a method of realising the purpose of the Federation by
providing an avenue for chemists in the region to is to promote the
advancement and appreciation of chemistry, assist in the development
of national chemical science societies, and the promote the interests
and the growth and development of professional chemists. The function
of the Coordinator of Projects is to: –
- establish scientific interest groups [SIG] covering the breadth of
chemistry and chemical science in member countries.
-

communicate with the leaders of SIGs and receive regular progress
reports forreporting to EXCO Meetingsand the General Assembly.
monitor the progress of projects and take appropriate action to ensure
that they remain active and focused.
communicate with member societies and ensure their participation in
FACS SIGs.

-

encourage and assist the SIGs to run meetings to both promote
their area of interest and raise funds

-

prepare a budget for the projects and present to EXCO
assist Project Directors by making contacts with funding sources, where
available
review new proposals for SIGsfrom member societies and table suitable
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-

-

proposals toEXCO
assist the organizers of Asian Chemical Congress meetings with scientific
content of their congress

1.3.9 Area representatives
The area representatives are the communication conduit between the
member societies and the EXCO. Their functions include: –
- reporting on what member societies in their regional are doing in
relation to the purpose of the Federation. Highlighting meetings,
conferences and symposia being held.
- bringing ideas, proposals, and concerns of the membership in their
regional areas to the attention of EXCO
- feeding back to the membership information on EXCO activities
relating to the societies
- encouraging member societies in their region to become involved
in the SIG process.


Meetings of the Executive Committee
1.4.1

1.4.2
1.4.3
1.4.4

1.4.5
1.4.6

The incoming President and the EXCO members appointed at
the General Assembly will take office at the EXCO meeting
that must be held after the Opening Ceremony, but before
the closing of the Asian Chemical Congress.
The incoming EXCO must meet at least twice per year resulting
in at least 4 meetings.
One EXCO meeting will be hosted by the presenters of the
next GA/ACC within 24 months of the event
The balance of theEXCO Meetings are usually hosted by FACS
member societiesbut can be hosted by an external
organization if approved by the EXCO
The host organization, location and date of the next meeting
in the series will be confirmed at the prior meeting.
The host society for an EXCO meeting will be required to pay
local costs for EXCO members only. Observers may attend at
their own cost.
Local costs will include the following:
i.
Provision of a meeting venue;
ii.
Accommodation at a level the host society considers appropriate,
iii.
Meals.
EXCO members will arrange and fund their own transport to the meeting
venue. Howeverthe host society may provide airport transfers and other
local arrangements if they so wish.
The host society may wish to host EXCO Meeting in conjunction with a major
local event to facilitate funding to support theEXCO Meeting, to allowEXCO
members to participate in the activities, and to provide the EXCO members
with an opportunity to apply for travel funding support from their home
institutions.

1.4.7 One observer from each member society is permitted to attend an
EXCO meeting. The Secretary General must be informed in writing at
least twenty-eight days prior to the meeting

67 | Page

2. Financial procedures
The financial activities of the Federation are under the control and are the
responsibility of the Treasurer.However, as part of good governance
processes the Executive Committee as a whole is accountable for the
accurate handling, recording, and reporting of Federation financial
activities.
The funds of the Federation may be derived from membership fees,
donations, fund-raising activities, grants, interest, events held under the FACS
banner, and any other sources approved by the EXCO
2.1 Budget process
The starting point for financial planning and control is the casting of a
budget,estimating all income and expenditure items required for the
operation of the Federation. This will determine whether the activities
planned are economically feasible, that they can be paid out of
operational income for the period, or will require drawing on the invested
reserves of the Federation.Budgets also provide surety for those individuals
organising and running FACS activities.
The budget will be done by the incoming EXCO at the beginning of their
tenure and be set for 2 years
Budgets will run from January – December in each of the 2 years.
 The budgeting process should begin on September 1stof the first year
when budget proposal are called for by the treasurer from each
responsible EXCO member for each of the next 2 years.
 These figures should be returned to the Treasurer by the end of
September.
 The treasurer should produce a first cut budget and distribute this to EXCO
for comment by the end of October.
 Any comments should be received by Mid November
 Revised budget being sent out before the end of November.
 Acceptance of the budget to be voted on mid-December
 Budget to be reviewed in the last quarter of year 1.
To compile the overall budget the Treasurer will require information from
various areas within FACS.
- Membership
- Asian Chemical Congress
- Special Interest groups (SIGs)
- Publications and other communications avenues
- Secretariat
- Awards
- Investments
- Other incomes sources such as bequests, donations, sponsorships
etc.
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2.1.1 Membership Fees
2.1.1.1 Membership is for the financial year from January 1st to
December 31st
2.1.1.2 There are three levels of membership fees that are based upon
the size and financial strength of the member society and country.
The level is determined by the World Bank list of economic
development, adjusted for the size of the national chemical
society(ies). The EXCO can also waive fees if a member society can
show they are is in financial distress, but unfinancial members will
revert to Observer status
On receiving membership applications,the EXCO will review the
documentation and make a recommendation on the category
applicable.
The EXCO will periodically review members societiescircumstances
to determine if the category should be changed and recommend
this to the General Assembly
2.1.1.3 Membership subscriptions are due on the first of January each
year. Invoices will be issued by the Treasurer and receipts supplied
on payment
2.1.1.4 A society more than one year in arrears will be notified that they
will:o not be entitled to support to attend the General Assembly
o not be able to vote in Assembly business
unless a valid reason can be given and accepted by EXCO
2.1.1.5 Any society failing to pay their Subscription Fees for 2 years will
receive noticeto the effect that its membership may be terminated
and will:o not be entitled to support to attend the General Assembly, due
to the costs involved,
o not be able to vote in Assembly business
o hold no positions in the EXCO
o not be eligible to nominatechemists for the FACS awards or
recognition process
unless a valid reason can be given and accepted by EXCO
2.1.1.1.1 Any society failing to pay their Subscription Fees for 3 years will cease
to be a member and be relegated to Observer status
2.1.1.1.2 An affected Society can provide reasons for their inability to pay fees
to theEXCO. TheEXCO will consider the reasons and,if deemed
valid,recommend to the FACS Council an appropriate action to be taken
2.1.1.1.3 The Treasure will maintain a 10 year rolling register of subscription
payments, recording amounts received, concessions given and actions
taken,

2.1.2 Commissionsfrom the Asian ChemicalCongress
The Asian Chemical Congress is the flagship event of the Federation.Tt is
subcontracted to a member society to run via a bidding system at a
General Assembly. The host society assumes all the financial risks of the
event and is entitled to any surplus generated. However, to compensate
the FACS forthe use of the brand, and forany reputational damage that
may arise from the event, and for the FACS member societies promoting
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the event, a commission as set out in the Asian Chemical Congress
manual will be levied. The host country must inform the Treasurer of the
Asian Chemical Congressbudget in November prior to the event.
2.1.3 Special Interest groups (SIGs)
SIGs aim to stimulate and support activities inspecific fields of chemistry in
the Asia-Pacific region and enhanceinternational interactions. They will
foster communicationand information exchange, conduct symposia
and workshops, prepare and organizenetworks under the banner of
FACS. As such they should aim to be revenue neutral or positive over
time by earning income through activities that cover costs of running the
SIG.
The Science Directorswill request a budget from each SIG and compile a
consolidated SIG budget each November for the following year‘s
activities.
Funds made available by the EXCO to seed SIG activities will be
available by a bidding process, and allocated according to the
relevance of the activities for which funding is sought
The Science Directors will make a call for SIG activity proposals and will
allocate the available funds on a first come first served basis and
according to the relevance of the activities to the purposes of FACS.
2.1.4 Communications
The Communications Directorcan request funds to operate both the
FACS website and newsletter and should prepare a budgeteach
November for the following year‘s activities.
2.1.5 Awards
The Federation will support the traveling costs of the recipients of the
Federation‘s Foundation awards as stipulated by the awards procedure
and the Treasurer should budget accordingly
2.1.6 The Secretariat
The Society hosting the Secretariat will not be required to pay FACS
membership subscriptions for the time they hold the Secretariat, to
compensate them for the costs of Secretariat operations.
While not considered the norm, additional funds may be requested if
unusual circumstances occur, and a is budget submitted to the Treasurer
and approved by the EXCO
2.1.7 Other
Any special projects or EXCO subcommittees formed to address specific
issues may require funds and a budget should be provided and
approved by the EXCO.
2.1.8 Budget approval
The final budget draft must be reviewed by the EXCO to ensure money is
being utilised efficiently and effectively and the Federation is not being
placed at financial risk. The budget can be approved by a simple
majority vote after any requested modifications are made
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2.2

Bank accounts
The Federation of Asian Chemical Societies is not an incorporated entity with
a legal identity and, as such, cannot open bank accounts. The Federation is
dependent on member societies to provide banking facilities. There can be
more than one society repository for Federation funds. However a number of
corporate governance requirements are need to ensure the security of the
funds.
2.2.1 Requirements of society providing banking services
2.2.3.1 Society must be a legal entity
2.2.3.2 Society must be financial strong with substantial reserves
2.2.3.3 The society must require 2 signatories to approve any financial
transactions
2.2.3.4 The society must be audited by professional accountants annually
2.2.3.5 There must be no laws in the country of domicile that could
endanger Federation funds.
2.2.3.6 Only one fund repository can be active at once and the Treasurer
must be a member of that society

2.3 FACS events
Any events run directly by the Federation as opposed to those
subcontracted such as the Asian Chemical congress should: –
2.3.1 Have an organisation committee with a Chair and Treasurer from a
FACS member society
2.3.2 Produce a surplus budget for approval by the EXCO
2.3.3 Follow the bank accounting rules as outlined in2.2.1
2.3.4 Maintain good accounting practices
2.3.5 Produce an audited profit and loss statement at the end of the event
together with a final event report
2.3.6 Transfer any surplus to the Treasurer forinclusion in the Federation
accounts
2.4 Reports and Documentary control
2.4.1 A reconciliation document to bepresented at each EXCO meeting
listing starting balances, income items, expenditure itemsand closing
balances
2.4.2 A list of known income and expense items for the next period to be
presented
2.4.3 Outstanding membership fees
2.4.4 Progress to budget to date
2.4.5 Budget forecast for the year
2.4.6 Produce FACS identified invoices and receipts for all incomes
received
2.4.7 Documents to be kept for 5 years

3. General Assembly
3.1. The General Assembly is the meeting of the Federation of Asian Chemical

Societies Council consisting of the Executive Committee (EXCO) and one
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representative from each member society. Observers and invited guests
can also attend but not vote, nor receive hosting benefits.
3.2. General Assembly held in conjunction with an Asian Chemical Congress

held every second year with the meeting being scheduled for the day
prior to the congress.
3.3. The General Assembly is hosted by the member society organising the Asian

ChemicalCongress (ACC). The host society shall arrange and provide the
following:
3.3.1 A suitable venue and catering for the meeting
3.3.2 Accommodation of a level the host society considers appropriate for
a minimum of three nights
3.3.3 Meal requirements including breakfast and dinner for a minimum of 3
days
3.3.4 Waiver of registration fee forAAC/AsiachemCongress
3.4. Council members are responsible for the costs and arrangements of their

transportation to the host country. The host society may provide airport
transfers and other local arrangements at their discretion.

3.5. Observers are responsible for all their own costs associated with the meeting
3.6. The Secretary General, working closely with the AAC/Asiachemorganising

committee, shall advise member societies and EXCO members of the
date and location at least four months in advance of the FACS General
Assembly and will request the following information: –
3.6.1 Name of the society representative, if any
3.6.2 Whether the EXCO members be attending,
3.6.3 The accommodation requirements of the society representatives
and EXCO members [nights required]
3.6.4 Whether the society be sending observers, and their names
A maximum of six weeks will be allowed for a response.Member societies not
replying within this time will be deemed to be not attending, and may have the
offer of local support to attend withdrawn.
If the member society is in membership arrears by 2 years or more the offer of
local support to attend may be withdrawn

3.7.

4.

The Secretary General will advise the host society of the GA/ACC the
number and names of societies which will be sending delegates to the
General Assembly/Council Meeting at least two months prior to the date of
the Meeting and pass all contact details of the participants to the General
Assembly.

FACS Awards and Citations

FACS presents a number of awards and citations to recognise outstanding
achievements of chemists in the FACS region. The categories of the awards are as
follows:
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(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

4.1

Foundation Lectureship
Distinguished Young Chemist Award
Distinguished Contribution to Economic Development Award
Distinguished Contribution to Chemical Education Award
Citations

General rules for all awards

4.1.1 All award involve a Lectureships delivered during an Asiachem Congress
(ACC) held in conjunction with the biennial FACS General Assembly (GA).
4.1.2 The Lectureship shall be open to chemistsbelonging tomember societies
of FACS.
4.1.3 Nominations for the Lectureships shall be called for by the Secretary
General no later than six months before the date of the Asian Chemical
Congress (ACC).
4.1.4 Nominations may be made by member societies of FACS.
4.1.5 Nominations , together with supporting documentation from the
candidate, and/or referees should be lodged with the Secretary General
at least 6 months prior to the General Assembly
4.1.6 The FACS Executive Committee shall establish an Award Committee
comprising the President, the President-Elect and the Immediate-Past
President, to select winners of wardsfor endorsement by the General
Assembly.
4.1.7 If, in the opinion of Executive Committee there is no candidate amongst
those nominated who has sufficient merit, the Executive Committee may
refrain from making an award.
4.1.8 The successful award winnersshall deliver a Lecture at the Asiachem
Congress (ACC). They shall be provided with $1000 towards travel tothe
Asiachem congressby FACS. The ACC host society shall provide local
travel, board and lodging for all winners. FACS shall also present a
plaque to each of the Lecturers.
4.1.9 The Lecturers shall undertake to provide a written manuscript of the
Lecture to FACS at the ACC. FACS shall reserve the right to publish in any
of the publications of FACS such as Proceedings of Asiachem congresses.
4.1.10 Unsuccessful nominations made in any year can be considered in the
next nomination round, if the applicants so wish, together with any fresh
nominations that may be received.
4.2 FACS Foundation Lectureship
The FACS Foundation Lectureship shall be presented to an eminent chemist who
has made distinctive contributions to the profession of chemistry. The Lectureship is
awarded based on the following sequence of the field of Chemistry: –






Inorganic
Organic
Physical
Analytical

The nomination shall contain curriculum vitae, contributions to designated area of
chemistry in thepast fifteen (15) years, list of important publications and title of
proposed lecture if successful.
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4.3 FACS Distinguished Young Chemist Award
The FACS Distinguished Young Chemist Award shall be presented to an eminent
young chemist of not more than 40 years of age as of the 1st January in the year
of the ACC who has made distinctive contributions to the profession of chemistry.
The Award is presented based on the following sequence of the field of Chemistry:
–






Inorganic
Physical
Analytical
Organic

The nomination shall contain curriculum vitae, contributions to designated area of
chemistry in the past ten(10) years, list of important publications and title of
proposed lecture if successful.
4.4 FAGS Award for Distinguished Contribution to Economic Advancement
The FACS Award for Distinguished Contribution to Economic Advancement shall be
presented to an eminent chemist who has made distinctive contributions to the
economic advancement of the Asia Pacific region through the application of
chemical research. This contribution shall bejudged on evidence including
economic contributions, lists of papers and patents, and reports on work submitted
to the Award Committee.
The work shall cover the period of ten (10) years preceding the award the major
proportion of the work having been done in a member country of the Federation
whilst the candidate was a member of the member society of the Federation.
4.5 FACS Award for Distinguished Contribution to Advancement in Chemical Education
The FACS Award for Distinguished Contribution to Advancement in Chemical
Education shall be presented to an eminent chemist who has made distinctive
contributions to the advancement of chemical education in the Asia Pacific. This
contribution shall be judged on evidence including lists of publications, projects,
innovations, patents and reports submitted to the Award Committee.
The work shall cover the period of ten (10) years preceding the award, with the
major proportion of the work having been done in a member country of the
Federation whilst the candidate was a member of the member society of the
Federation.

4.6 FACS Citations for Contributions to Chemistry in the Asia Pacific
There are a considerable number of eminent chemists who have made substantial
contributions to chemistry,have fostered the developmentof the profession over a
period of many years, particularly if theyhave made substantial contributions via
their participation inFACS.
Rules for FACS Citations for Contributions to Chemistry in the Asia Pacific Region: –

4.6.1 Up to three Citations may be awarded at each General Assembly.
4.6.2 The substantial contribution will have been made over at least two
of the administrative cycles of the Federation [4 years] and will have
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assisted the development of chemistry in more than one of the
countries of the Federation.
4.6.3 Nominations may be submitted by member societies of the FACS.
4.6.4 Nominations for the citation shall include a general statement of the
nominee's contributions to chemistry and/or the chemical profession
together with curriculum vitae and any relevant details of
publications, patents and other supporting materials.
4.6.5 Nominations should be forwarded to the Secretary General at least
6 months prior to the General Assembly.
4.6.6 The Executive Committee may appoint an adjudication panel to
make recommendations to the General Assembly.The Executive
Committee reserves the right not to make a citation if no suitable
applications are received.

5.

Special Interest Groups (SIGs, formerly FACS Projects)

SIGSaim topromote, foster,and grow specific fields of chemistry in the Asia-Pacific region
by enhancing international activities, improved communication though symposia and
workshops, and establishmentand organization of networks under the banner of FACS.
They should involve all the member societies and should act as a vehicle where the more
established societies can mentor the developing societies
They should work in cooperation with other FACS activities, such as Asian Chemical
congresses, publications and communications, as well as with other relevant meetingsheld
by FACS member societies and their membersand related international societies.

5.1
5.1.1

5.1.2
5.1.3

5.1.4
5.2

Structure:
SIGs are groups of chemists from FACS members societies with
interests in specific subgroupings of chemical science. They may be
discipline-based (e.g. organic, inorganic, materials, food, natural
products, analytical chemistry etc.) or may represent a specific
regional focus, issue, or cross-disciplinary interest (e.g. bioactive
molecules, nanomaterials etc.). They may also relate to chemical
aspects of global or regional challenges (e.g. food, water, energy,
healthcare etc.)
The SIG‘s report to the two Science Directors for operational
issues,budgets and advice
EachSIG comprises chemists fromeach FACS members society and
is managed by a committee. The SIG members a Director, Deputy
Director, Treasurer and Secretary. The Director and Deputy Director
should be from two different societies of FACS active membership.
Each member society of FACS may nominate a representative for
each SIG.
The term of office is 2 years with a maximum period of 3 terms.

Activities of SIGs.
The following is a list of activities within each SIG: –
5.2.1 Hold small, focused regional meetings and workshops on the area of
interest of the SIG.
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5.2.2 Become actively involved in the organisation of large symposia and
conferences in their area of interest run by member societies or FACS.
5.2.3 Offer technical and organisational support of large symposia and
conferences in their area of interest not organized by FACS or member
societies
5.2.4 Training courses
5.2.5 Provide assistance to early career chemists in their area of interest
through training programs, mentorship or financial support
5.2.6 Provide a contact point between FACS and international chemists
outside the region with similar interests.
5.3
5.3.1
5.3.2

5.3.3

5.3.4
5.3.5
5.3.6
5.3.7

5.4

Funding and Finance
FACS will allocate $20,000 to the projects on a biennial basis on the
anniversary of the General assembly.
Funding is provided on a competitive basis. The various SIG must
forward a plan of action for the two-year horizon spelling out what the
SIG intends to do how this will contribute towards the goals of the
projects initiative and how many member societies would be involved.
This must be accompanied by a budget to support the activities. It
must be noted that it expected part of the activities of the SIG‘s must
be income generating events such as seminars, workshops and
fundraising activities.
Fund allocation will be dependent on scale of activities, the impact
these will make, the contribution towards the goals of the projects
initiative, number of member societies involved and efforts
proposedto leverage the funding sought from FACS with additional
external funding.
When the funding allocation has been exhausted for a given
biannual period, additional SIG activities will not be funded.
The Action plans and budgets should be received by the treasurer
at least 4 months prior to the General Assembly
EXCO will review the submissions and make recommendations to
the General Assembly
The SIG‘s must report on progress to plan to EXCO on a 6 monthly
basis
Establishing an SGI

To initiate a FACS SIG requires a written application to be submitted to the Science
Directors, copied to the Secretary General, for review by the EXCO. The application
must include:-

5.4.1

Name of SIG:
The name shall be brief but clearly describing the profile of the project.

5.4.2

5.4.3

Staff and Structure:
 Names of the inaugural Director and Deputy Director who should
be from two different active FACS societies,
 Thecommittee members, their positionsand societies,
 Names of member societies represented
Proposal of Activities and Expected Outcome:
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5.4.4

5.4.5

 A well-definedproposal for activities of the SGI is required
 A budget to carry out the activities to be included
Supporters of the SIG
Supply a list of person(s) with their contact addresses who are willing to
recommend and support the SIG
The application should be received no later than 3 months before the
next General Assembly.

6. FACS Publications, communications, social media
6.1

FACS Newsletter
The newsletter is the annual publication of the Federation of Asian Chemical
Societiesand is intended to inform and reach out to chemical professionals
in the Asia Pacific Region. The Newsletter reports on its member society
organizations and industries' activities; reports on special topics of interests
and/or leading-edge technologies and developments; shares outcome of
Projects activities; General Assembly minutes; ACC activities etc. The FACS
Newsletter is primarily an electronic publication but limited numbers will be
available in printed hard copy.
6.1.1 Planning
The newsletter compilation and distribution is the responsibility of the
Communications Director. The following steps should be followed in
the newsletter creation: –
6.1.1.1 Request member societies contributearticles
6.1.1.2 Collatethe following: –

Any special messages from EXCO members

Reports fromSIGs

Contributed articles from affiliated organisations

FACS endorsed conference reports from Conference
Organizing Committees

General Assembly minutes from the Secretary General

Photos from various sources relating to activities report

Conference and upcoming events notice

Updated member society list
6.1.1.3 Draft proposed content page with theme topic, identify
article contributors and activities coverage.
6.1.1.4 Submit the draft contents page to EXCO for discussion and
review and approval at EXCO meetings.
6.1.1.5 Newsletter to be compiled and draft circulated to EXCO for
final approval
6.1.2 Printing and distribution
The number of hard copies should be minimised to reduce costs of printing
and distribution.

6.1.2.1 Each member society will receive one hard copy
6.1.2.2 Each partner society will receive one hard copy
6.1.2.3 Hard copies will be produced for those willing to purchase
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6.1.2.4 Member societies, FACS officials, FACS Fellows will receive an
electronic copy
6.1.2.5 A downloadable Pdf will be made available on the FACS
website
6.1.3 Finance and budgeting
An annual budget should be produced any application for Federation funds
to publish the newsletter and any other FACS publications.

6.1.3.1 The objective is to minimise the cost of the publication and it
expected the Editor in Chief will be able to cover some of the
production requirements from within their home society.
6.1.3.2 Advertising and sponsorship should be encouraged
6.1.3.3 Individuals requiring a hard copy magazine or societies requiring
additional copies are expected to cover some of the costs to
provide this.
6.1.4 Copyright
6.1.4.1 The Contributor (author of article) assigns to the Federation of
Asian Chemical Societies (FACS), all copyright in and to the
contribution, including but not limited to the right to publish,
republish, and use the contribution and the material contained
therein in electronic and print editions of the FACS Newsletter.
6.1.4.2 Reproduction, posting, transmission or other distribution or use
of any materials contained in the
Newsletter, in any
medium
requires
an acknowledgement to
the FACS
Newsletter quoting: (Title of Article , Author, FACS Newsletter
issue number/year) and an appropriate credit to FACS as
copyright owner.
6.2 FACS Web site
The FACS web page is the online presence for promoting the Federation of Asian
Chemical Societies and a resource allowing all the information to be quickly
disseminated and be easily accessible to member societies and other interested
parties. It is vitally important that the information displayed be kept current.

6.2.1
The url of the website is www.FACS-as.org
6.2.2
Information to be carried
6.2.1.1
A description of the Federation, it‘s history, its aims and goals
6.2.1.2
Message from the president
6.2.1.3
The structure of the Federation, names ofmember societies
6.2.1.4
Contact people for member societies and links to their websites
6.2.1.5
The members of the EXCO committee
6.2.1.6
Description of membership and how to join
6.2.1.7
The statutes and operation manual of the Federation
6.2.1.8
Assembly meeting minutes
6.2.1.9
Information from the various SIG and links to their web pages
6.2.1.10
Information on the activities of the various member societies
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6.2.1.11
6.2.1.12
6.2.1.13
6.2.1.14
6.2.1.15
6.2.3

6.2.4
6.2.5

Congress information
FACS awards
Award recipients, Fellows
FACS publications
A partner society page.

The host for the webserver will be located at the discretion of the
EXCO, under the advice of the Editor of publications, preferably at a
member society facility.
A web master will be appointed in a volunteer position to maintain the
web pages
The Communications Director should prepare a budget to support any
application for Federation funds to operate the website.

Asian Chemical Congress / Asiachem

7.
7.1

Introduction

The Asian Chemical Congress [Asiachem], is a biennial flagship scientific meeting of
FACS being held in every odd year. The intention of the event is to highlight the
major contribution the FACS region and members are making to the global chemical
community.
The ACC provides an opportunity for presentations to be made by the Asia
Chemical Science community and is the venue for meaningful exchange of ideas
amongst the professional chemical science fraternity. It also provides a forum for
plenary and other pre-eminent speakers to present the innovation, cutting edge
research and technology. The event also attracts a large following of eminent and
young scientists from all over the world and has become "the chemistry event" in
Asia.
The conference is run, on behalf of the Federation, by a member organisation
selected by their peers through a bidding process initiated by the Federation. The
selection of the hosts taking place at the assembly meeting two cycles prior to the
proposed conference date. [approximately 4 years]
The Federation has no financial obligations for the congress but may provide some
seed funding for any hosts from the lesser developed countries in the case of serious
need. The host country is responsible for all income and expenses and is entitled to
any surplus or responsible for any deficit arising from the event. The Federation
imposes a surcharge of 5% on delegate fees for the conference.
The Federation, through the scientific directors on the executive committee [EXCO],
can provide assistance in program development and it is expected that ongoing
FACS projects be incorporated into the program to both give exposure to the
projects and substance to the program.
The Federation will hold the biennial General Assembly meeting at the congress and
make it‘s awards and citations at the event to assist in delegate attraction.
The Federation will publicise and promote the event on their website and in the
newsletters leading up to the event and it is expected that member societies, in turn,
will promote the event to their members.
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The Federation is not responsible for the organisation, program or financial aspects of
the congress but the EXCO committee is available to give advice if required.
7.2. The Responsibility of the Host
The hosts are responsible for all aspects of the organisation and running of the
congress and are liable for all expenses and entitled to all incomes from the event.
The program should be of sufficient breath to cover the majority of chemical science
subject matter areas of the member societies to provide interesting content for all
prospective delegates
Sufficient opportunities to involve Post Graduate students [PG] and Early Career
Researchers [ECR] and for the exposure of their work should be provided. This can
include poster sessions, flash presentations, lunch meetings with plenary speakers etc.
The program must be of top quality involving high quality plenary, keynote and
invited speakers and a rigorous selection process to ensure only good quality oral
presentations are included in the program.
The program must have congress dinner where any relevant presentations of awards
and promotion of the next event may be given.
The event is presented under the Federation‘s banner and must be so organised to
add credibility to the Federation and in no way damage its reputation.
The conditions of being awarded the congress are the following:-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Provide a FACS president elect for the following cycle between
General Assemblies [GA] who will take over the FACS presidency for cycle
post the event. This is normally the congress chair, but can be any
nomination from the host society, Once selected the individual can not
be change accept by a GA resolution.
Provide a General Secretary elect to support the president
elect/president through his/her term of office.
Take over the secretariat of the federation after the General Assembly
meeting post the hosted congress until the next general assembly
meeting.
Hosting an EXCO meeting at a suitable time prior to the awarded
event to allow the EXCO to review the venue and planning progress
including venue. This includes accommodation and catering for at least 2
days/nights for up to 12 EXCO members
Providing a suitable venue and catering for the General Assembly
meeting the day before the congress free of charge [up to 45 delegates]
Accommodation of a level the host society considers appropriate for
a minimum of three nights for the member representatives and EXCO
members [known as the Council] attending the General Assembly [up to
35 people]
Meal requirements for 2 meals per day for a minimum of 3 days for the
council attending the General Assembly [up to 35 people]
Waiver of registration and congress dinner fee for the council
attending the General Assembly and the FACS awards recipients [not
citations] [up to 40 people]
Suitable room to hold an EXCO meeting during the Congress [12
people]
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-

-

7.3

Include an appropriate presentation session in the program for the
following FACS awards:
Foundation Lectureship
Distinguished Young Chemist Award
Distinguished Contribution to Economic Development Award
Distinguished Contribution to Chemical Education Award
Citations
That provides for specific awardee lectures to be given by
recipients of the awards other than citations. The Foundation lectureship
being the equivalent to a plenary speaker and the balance equivalent
to invited speakers.
The Hosts must provide sessions within the Congress program to cater
for any bilateral agreement the Federation has with other organisations,
for example ACS and ACES seminars.
The Hosts should, through FACS, encourage General Assembly
delegates to make presentations at the ACC where possible.
All promotional activity and congress documentation must carry the
Federations logo
Pay a gratuity of 5% of delegate fees collected to the Federation.
The bidding process

7.3.1 The FACS secretary general will place a call for bids to host the
congress at least 9 months prior to the next General Assembly
7.3.2 FACS member societies that wish to organise ACC are required to
submit their proposals to the Secretary General at least five (5) months
before the General Assembly.
7.3.3 The proposals will be in the form of a bid document allowing the
following items:(a)
Host society/societies
(b)
Proposed dates of the event
(c)
Logo
(d)
Location and venue
(e)
Theme of the congress
(f) Rough outline of the structure
(g)
Name of proposed congress chair
(h)
Delegate fee indication
(i) Budget Indication
(j) Letter of endorsement from the proposing society signed by the President of
that society

7.3.4
7.3.5

The Secretary General shall review the bids identifying any shortfalls
and asking for corrections.
The General secretary shall forward the correctly completed bids to
the EXCO for review. EXCO may call for further information and shall
select suitable bids for submission to the General assembly.
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7.3.6
7.3.7
7.3.8

The General Secretary will inform the relevant societies of their
selection to present their bid proposal to the General Assembly
Those societies submitting proposals at the general assembly are
required to make a presentation to support their applications.
The General Assembly will decide by a vote on the host society that
will organise the ACC in approximately four years. If there is more than 2
prospective the vote will proceed on a step wise basis eliminating one
candidate at a time until one remains.

FACS Projects as of March 11, 2019
Project

ACE
N

ANRA
P

ANM
C

ANE
C

LCIMSC
(ANMS
C)

Director/CoDirector

Status

Masahiro Kamata
(Japan)
Supakorn BoonYuen
(Thailand)

The 8th International Network for Inter-Asian
Chemistry Educators, in Taipei, Taiwan on July
30 to August 1, 2019. http://www.8thnice.org/
Using 1,000 USD for 4 scholarships, 250 USD
each, for young teachers to attend the 8th
NICE
NICE 2019 (Network for Inter-Asian Chemistry
Educators) in Taipei, Taiwan on July 30 to
August 1st, 2019 and proposed for 1,000 USD.

Begum
Rokeya
(Bangalades
h)
Nordin Hj.
Lajis
(Malaysia)

No update.
Submit a report of 2017 and the estimated
budget of 2018, but not clear about the
activity as a FACS project.

Warinthorn
Chavasiri
(Thailand)
Han Vinh Huynh
(Singapore)
Han Vinh Huynh
(Korea)

Close the
project.
Still follow up.

Ross
Sadler
(Australia)
Yongguan
Zhu
(China)

No update.
Submit a report of 2018 but no proposal has
been received earlier and no claim for the
seeding money. No confirmation about the
Director and Co-Director.

Alex Pokrovsky
(Russia)
Zuriati Zakaria
(Malaysia)
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1.Ask for continuing activity with Indonesian
School teachers to network and train to be the
small scale chemistry trainers in Bangkok, Feb
6-8, 2019, together with teachers from
Thailand, Myanmar and Cambodia, a total of
90 teachers. A request of the rest of 2018
budget, 120.25 USD, for this activity.
2. Submit the report of the continued activity
and the reimbursement of the fight cost of CoDirector has been done.
3. Propose the similar activity in Malang,
Indonesia
Small Scale Chemistry Workshop in Jakarta,
Indonesia on July 26-27,2018. Report has been
received and claimed for a seeding money of
379.75 USD.
Supa Hannongbua
(Thailand)
Vannajan Sanghiran
Lee(Malaysia)
Tatas H.P.
Brotosudarmo (The
Phillipines)
Chak Sangma
(Thailand)

ChI
N

1.Request for the postponement of the
symposium on ―The 1st ASEAN Natural Products
and Molecular Structural Database‖ and
carry-over of 500 USD to year 2019.
2.Submit a proposal for using seed money of
1000 USD in ―The 1st ASEAN Natural Products
and Molecular Structural Database‖, June 2728, 2019, in Kasetsart University, Bangkok,
Thailand, for the expenses of the speakers and
the scholarships for students.
1st ASEAN Natural Products and Molecular
Structural Database in Bangkok, Thailand on
December 3-4, 2018 and proposed for a
seeding money of 500 USD

G
CN

JC Juan
(Malaysia)
Duangamon
Tungasmitr
(Thailand)

1.Submit a report of the workshop and
reimbursement was done.
2.submit a note indicating to have another
activity in 2019.
A pre-conference (the 8th IUPAC ICGC)
workshop on Green Chemistry, ―Integrating
Green Chemistry into Higher Education‖ on
September 9, 2018 in Bangkok, Thailand and
proposed for a seeding money of 500 USD.

AN
W
W
R
(Su
bpr
oje
ct)

Wahab Khan
(Bangalades
h)
Zeid
ALOthman
(Saudi
Arabia)
Rezaur
Rahman
(Malaysia)

1.Submit the revised project.
2.Inform that the one-day workshop was
conducted on November 28, 2018, but not
yet submitted such a report.
3.Indicate to continue the project, expected
to conduct a similar workshop either in Saudi
Arabia or Malaysia, but no proposal
submitted for the year 2019.
A workshop on Waste to Wealth in Dhaka,
Bangladesh on November 23, 2018 and
proposed for a seeding money of 240 USD.
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ACEN - Asian Chemical Education Network ChIN – Asian Chemical Information Network
ANWWR- Asian Network for Waste to Wealth Research GCN – Asian Network of Green
Chemistry
ANEC – Asian Network of Environmental Chemistry
ANMC – Asian Network of Metallic Chemistry
ANMSC – Asian Network of Microscale Chemistry
ANRAP – Asian Network of Research on Antidiabetic Plants
Note: Yellow highlight indicating the previous status of eachproject reported on August 13,
2018.
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